
MAURICE PORTLEY 

Appointed to the Court of Appeals:  2003 

Total Years of Service in Judicial Capacity:  21 

Educational Background: 

• 1975-1978 University of Michigan Law School, Ann Arbor, Michigan, J.D. 
• 1972-1975 Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona, B.S. Cum Laude; 

Outstanding Graduate of the College of Liberal Arts 

Professional Experience: 

• 2003-Present, Judge, Arizona Court of Appeals 
• 1991-2003, Judge, Superior Court for and in the County of Maricopa  
• 1991-1995, Presiding Judge Southeast Judicial District 
• 1998-2001, Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court 
• 1984-1991, Partner, Jennings, Strouss & Salmon, Phoenix, Arizona 
• 1979-1984, U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps   

Professional Activities and Memberships: 

• Editor, Juvenile and Family Court Journal for the National Council of Juvenile & 
Family Court Judges 

• Arizona Supreme Court Task Force to Revise Judicial Canons, 2007-2008 
• Arizona Supreme Court Committee to Draft Guide for Self-Represented 

Appellants and Appellees, 2006-2007 
• State Bar of Arizona Ethical Rules Review Group, 2001-2002 
• Arizona Commission on Judicial Conduct, 1993-1998 
• Arizona Foundation for Legal Education and Services 
• Maricopa County Bar Association 
• State Bar of Arizona 

Community and Public Service: 

• St. Luke’s Health Initiative, Past Chair of the Board 
• Arizona Juvenile Justice Commission, 1998-2003 
• A Stepping Stone Foundation, since 1991 
• City of Surprise Judicial Selection Advisory Commission, 2008-2011 
• Governor’s Office’s Advisory Committee on CPS Reform, 2002-2003 
• Great Arizona Puppet Theater Board of Directors, since 1995 
• Phoenix Art Museum’s Men’s Arts Council, since 1991 



• Arizona State University, Adjunct Professor, Dept of Political Science, 2003-2008 
• Arizona Court of Appeals Connecting With the Community Committee, since 

2003 
• Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts of America 
• Phoenix College Community Orchestra  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

   

 

 

 

 


