Arizona Administrative Register

Notices of Substantive Policy Statements

NOTICES OF SUBSTANTIVE POLICY STATEMENTS

The Administrative Procedure Act requires the publication of substantive policy statements issued by agencies (A.R.S. § 41-
1013(B)(14)). Substantive policy statements are written expressions which inform the general public of an agency’s current
approach to rule or regulation practice. Substantive policy statements are advisory only. A substantive policy statement does not
include internal procedural documents that only affect the internal procedures of the agency and does not impose additional
requirements or penalties on regulated parties or include confidential information or rules made in accordance with the Arizona
Administrative Procedure Act. If you believe that this substantive policy statement does impose additional requirements or penal-
ties on regulated parties you may petition the agency under A.R.S. § 41-1033 for a review of the statement.
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NOTICE OF SUBSTANTIVE POLICY STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Subject of the substantive policy statement and the substantive policy statement number by which the policy
statement is referenced:

RS Underground Water Storage Permit Application Guidance — Technical and Financial Capability and
Unreasonable Harm and Hydrologic Feasibility

Date the substantive policy statement was issued and the effective date of the policy statement if different from the
issuance date:

The substantive policy statement was issued and effective on December 10, 2002.

Summary of the contents of the substantive policy statement:

The Arizona Department of Water Resources (“Department”) administers the Underground Water Storage, Savings
and Replenishment Program (“UWS Program”) in accordance with A.R.S. §§ 45-801.01 ef seq. Among the permits
issued under the UWS Program is the Underground Storage Facility (“USF”) Permit. Although the requirements of
obtaining a USF Permit are specified by A.R.S. § 45-811.01(C), the Director has determined that the Department
should provide additional written guidance to the public on the criteria specified in the statute. To provide this guid-
ance, the Department has prepared two papers. The first deals with the requirement of the statute that the applicant be
technically and financially capable of constructing and operating a USF. The second paper deals with the require-
ments that the proposed USF be hydrologically feasible and not cause unreasonable harm. This written guidance is
not intended to change any of the requirements of the statute or to impose any additional requirements. Instead, the
written guidance is intended to assist applicants and interested members of the public by informing them of the infor-
mation the Department considers adequate to meet the requirements of the statute. By following the written guidance,
a person will be assured of complying with A.R.S. § 45-811.01(C).

A statement as to whether the substantive policy statement is a new statement or a revision:

This is a new substantive policy statement. However, this substantive policy supersedes in part Policy R3 of the
Department, the Application Packet for Underground Water Storage, Savings and Replenishment Projects (7/18/94),
to the extent that policy provides contradictory guidance on the information submitted to the Department to meet the
requirements of A.R.S. § 45-811.01(C).

The name, address. and telephone number of the person to whom questions and comments about the substantive
policy statement may be directed:

Name: Rose Mae Nokes
Administrative Services Officer

Address: Arizona Department of Water Resources
500 N. 3rd Street
Phoenix, AZ 85004

Telephone: (602) 417-2420

Information about where a person may obtain a copy of the substantive policy statement and the costs for
obtaining the policy statement:

Name: Creola Lasky
Administrative Assistant, Records Management Unit
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Notices of Substantive Policy Statements

Address: Arizona Department of Water Resources
500 N. 3rd Street
Phoenix, AZ 85004

Telephone: (602) 417-2405
Copies are available at 25¢ per page.

NOTICE OF SUBSTANTIVE POLICY STATEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Subject of the substantive policy statement and the substantive policy statement number by which the policy
statement is referenced:

WLI12 Variance Requests for Notices of Intention to Drill or Abandon Wells

Date the substantive policy statement was issued and the effective date of the policy statement if different from the

issuance date:

The substantive policy statement was issued on December 18, 2002.

Summary of the contents of the substantive policy statement:

The Department’s well construction rules, Arizona Administrative Code (“A.A.C.”) R12-15-801 through R12-15-
852, give the Director discretion to grant variances from the minimum well construction and abandonment standards
in the rules if extraordinary or unusual conditions exist. A.A.C. R12-15-820. The Department previously issued Sub-
stantive Policy Statements that provide for minimum well construction standard variances to be granted upon request
upon meeting certain criteria for qualified geotechnical wells (August 16, 1995) and for the use of thermoplastic cas-
ing in surface seals for certain wells (August 1, 2000). This Substantive Policy Statement provides three additional
variances from the minimum well construction standards if requested and if certain criteria are met. These variances
are for drilling environmental wells within 100 feet of septic systems and other hazardous conditions, for surface seal
casing of less than 20 feet in certain monitor, piezometer, environmental, exploration and specialty wells, and for well
screening level variances for certain monitor wells. This Substantive Policy Statement also provides for three vari-
ances from certain well abandonment requirements in the rules, if requested and if the well to be abandoned is greater
than eight inches in diameter, no water quality issues exist and other criteria are met.

A statement as to whether the substantive policy statement is a new statement or a revision:

This is a new substantive policy statement.

The name, address. and telephone number of the person to whom questions and comments about the substantive
policy statement may be directed:

Name: Rose Mae Nokes
Administrative Services Officer

Address: Arizona Department of Water Resources
500 N. 3rd Street
Phoenix, AZ 85004

Telephone: (602) 417-2420

Information about where a person may obtain a copy of the substantive policy statement and the costs for
obtaining the policy statement:

Name: Creola Lasky
Administrative Assistant, Records Management Unit

Address: Arizona Department of Water Resources
500 N. 3rd Street
Phoenix, AZ 85004

Telephone: (602) 417-2405
Copies are available at 25¢ per page.
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