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�OTICES OF RULEMAKI�G DOCKET OPE�I�G

The Administrative Procedure Act (APA) requires the publication of Notices of Rulemaking Docket Opening when an agency

opens a rulemaking docket to consider rulemaking. Under the APA effective January 1, 1995, agencies must submit a Notice of

Rulemaking Docket Opening before beginning the formal rulemaking process.

�OTICE OF RULEMAKI�G DOCKET OPE�I�G

GAME A�D FISH COMMISSIO�

Editor’s 
ote: The following 
otice of Rulemaking Docket Opening was exempt from Executive Order 2011-05 as issued by
Governor Brewer. (See the text of the executive order on page 113.) 

[R11-215]
1. Title and its heading: 12, Natural Resources

Chapter and its heading: 4, Game and Fish Commission
Article and its heading: 1, Definitions and General Provisions; 3, Taking and Handling of Wild-

life
Section numbers: R12-4-108, R12-4-301, R12-4-318, and R12-4-321 (Sections may be

added, deleted, or modified as necessary.)
2. The subject matter of the proposed rule:

Laws 2010, 2nd Regular Session, Ch. 287, § 28(B)(7), which allows an agency to eliminate or replace archaic or ille-
gal rules.

On May 20, 2011, the Governor’s office approved the Department’s request to pursue rulemaking to amend R12-4-
108.

The Commission proposes to amend R12-4-108, R12-4-301, R12-4-318, and R12-4-321 as follows:
Amend R12-4-108: to update landmark references.
Renumber R12-4-301 to R12-4-321 and adopt R12-4-321 to implement recent amendments to A.R.S. §§ 13-
3107 and 13-3108.

Amend R12-4-318 to establish a limited weapon pneumatic season and a limited weapon hand or hand-held imple-
ment season; include falconry as a method of take during an archery-only season; exempt falconers hunting with
exotic raptors from the requirement to possess an Arizona falconry license; expand the authorization to possess a per-
sonal protection handgun for personal protection to individuals participating in limited weapon, limited weapon rim-
fire, limited weapon shotgun, limited weapon shotgun shooting shot, limited weapon pneumatic, limited weapon
hand or hand-held, falconry-only, and restricted seasons; establish a “restricted” season; and clarify age requirements
for Junior-only hunts.

3. A citation to all published notices relating to the proceeding:
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: 17 A.A.R. 69, January 13, 2012 (in this issue)

4. The name and address of agency personnel with whom persons may communicate regarding the rule:
Name: Craig McMullen, Wildlife Recreation Branch Chief

Address: Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086

Telephone: (623) 236-7188

Fax: (623) 236-7903

E-mail: CMcMullen@azgfd.gov

Please visit the AZGFD web site to track progress of this rule and any other agency rulemaking matters at 
http://www.azgfd.gov/inside_azgfd/rules/rulemaking_updates.shtml.

5. The time during which the agency will accept written comments and the time and place where oral comments may
be made:

The Commission will accept comments Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at the address listed
under item 4. Information regarding an oral proceeding is included in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.

6. A timetable for agency decisions or other action on the proceeding, if known:
To be determined


