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AN ACT 

AMEMDING SECTION 15-203, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES: RELATING TO THE 
CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS. 

Be i t  enac ted  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i zona :  
S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  15-203, A r i zona  Revised S t a t u t e s ,  i s  amended t o  

read:  
15-203. Powers and d u t i e s  
A. The s t a t e  board  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s h a l l :  
1. Exerc i se  general  s u p e r v i s i o n  ove r  and r e g u l a t e  t h e  conduc t  o f  t h e  

pub1 i c schoo l  system. 
2. Keep a r e c o r d  o f  i t s  proceed ings.  
3. Make r u l e s  f o r  i t s  own government. 
4. Determine t h e  p o l i c y  and work  under taken by i t .  
5. Appoin t  i t s  employees, on t h e  recommendation o f  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

o f  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n .  
6. P r e s c r i b e  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  i t s  employees i f  n o t  p r e s c r i b e d  by s t a t u t e .  
7. De legate  t o  t h e  super in tenden t  o f  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  

o f  board  p o l i c i e s .  
8. Recommend t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  changes o r  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  s t a t u t e s  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  s c h o o ! ~ .  
9 .  Prepare,  p u b l i s h  and d i s t r i b u t e  r e p o r t s  concern ing  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

w e l f a r e  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .  
10. Prepare a budget f o r  expend i tu res  necessary f o r  p r o p e r  maintenance 

of t h e  b o a r d  and accomplishment o f  i t s  purposes and p r e s e n t  t h e  budget  t o  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
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11. Ascertain t h a t  the  school laws are properly enforced. 
12. Aid in the  enforcement of laws re la t ing  t o  schools. 
13. Prescribe a minimum course of study i n  the common schools, minimum 

competency requirements fo r  the promotion of pupils from the thi rd  grade and 
m i n i m u m  course of study and  competency requirements fo r  the promotion of 
pupils from the eighth grade. 

14. Prescribe minimum course of study and  competency requirements fo r  
the  graduation of pupils from high school. 

15. Advise school d i s t r i c t s  on the  purchase of textbooks for  the common 
schools a n d  prepare a l i s t  of n o t  l e s s  t h a n  three suggested textbooks fo r  
each grade and each course t a u g h t  in the  common schools fo r  the  possible 
se lec t ion  by the  school d i s t r i c t  of one textbook from the l i s t  fo r  each 
student. In the  event t h a t  three textbooks are not available which meet the  
course of study requirement as adopted by the  s t a t e  board of education i n  
t h i s  s t a t e ,  the s t a t e  board of education may recommend fewer t h a n  th ree  
textbooks per grade a n d  course. The textbooks selected by the  school 
d i s t r i c t  shall  be purchased by the school d i s t r i c t  d i rect  from the publisher 
as provided in t h i s  t i t l e .  

16. Prescribe procedures i n  the uniform system of financial records t o  
ensure t h a t  required textbooks and  related printed subject matter materials 
as provided in section 15-723 are  determined by a l l  school d i s t r i c t s  on a 
uniform basis.  

17. Prepare a l i s t  of suggested supplementary books and  ins t ruct ional  
computer software for purchase by school d i s t r i c t s .  

18. Supervise and control the ce r t i f i c a t i on  of teachers and prescribe 
rules fo r  ce r t i f i c a t i on ,  including rules fo r  ce r t i f i ca t ion  of teachers who 
have  teaching experience and who are trained in  other s t a t e s ,  which a re  not 
unnecessarily r e s t r i c t i v e  and  are substant ia l ly  similar t o  the  rules  
prescribed fo r  the  cer t i f i ca t ion  of teachers trained in t h i s  s t a t e .  THE RULES 
SHALL NOT REQUIRE A CERTIFICATED TEACHER TO OBTAIN A MASTER'S DEGREE O R  ANY 
ADDITIONAL GRADUATE COURSES AS A CONDITION O F  CERTIFICATION O R  
RECERTIFICATION. "Teacher", as used in t h i s  paragraph, means a person engaged 
in instructional work direct ly  as any classroom, laboratory or other teacher 
or  ind i rec t ly  as a supervisory teacher, speech therap is t ,  principal or  
superintendent i n  a  school d i s t r i c t ,  including school d i s t r i c t  preschool 
programs, or ANY other educational i n s t i t u t i on  below the community college.  
college or universi ty l eve l .  

19. Adopt  a l i s t  of approved t e s t s  fo r  determining special education 
assistance t o  gifted students as defined i n  section 15-761 a n d  as provided 
i n  section 15-764. The adopted t e s t s  shall  provide separate scores f o r  
quant i t a t ive  reasoning, verbal reasoning a n d  nonverbal reasoning a n d  shal l  
be capable of providing re l iab le  a n d  valid scores a t  the  highest ranges of 
the  score d i s t r ibu t ion .  



20. Adopt ru les  governing the  methods f o r  t h e  adminis t ra t ion  of a l l  
reading,  grammar and mathematics proficiency examinations a s  provided i n  
sec t ion  15-533. 

21. Adopt proficiency examinations f o r  i t s  use. The s t a t e  board of 
education s h a l l  determine the  passing score f o r  t h e  proficiency examination. 

22. Inc ludewi th in  i t s  budget the  cos t  of cont rac t ing  f o r  t h e  purchase, 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  and scor ing  of t h e  examinations a s  provided i n  paragraphs 20 
a n d  21 of t h i s  subsect ion.  

23. Supervise and control t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of profess ional  
nonteaching school personnel and p resc r ibe  s tandards  r e l a t i n g  t o  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  School nurses may be c e r t i f i c a t e d  pursuant t o  sec t ion  
15-531.01. 

24. Impose such d isc ip l inary  ac t ion ,  including t h e  issuance of a  l e t t e r  
of censure,  suspension, suspension with condi t ions  o r  revocat ion of a  
c e r t i f i c a t e ,  upon a f inding  of immoral o r  unprofessional conduct.  

25. Es t ab l i sh  a n  assessment, data ga ther ing  and r epor t ing  system f o r  
pupil performance as  prescribed in chapter 7 ,  a r t i c l e  3 of t h i s  t i t l e .  

26. Assist t h e  audi tor  general i n  p re sc r ib ing  a  uniform system of 
records and accounting. 

27. Submit t o  t h e  economic est imates  commission p r i o r  t o  February 15 
of each yea r  t h e  t o t a l  estimated s ta tewide  number of s tuden t s  determined 
using t h e  u n i t  of measurement prescribed in sec t ion  15-902, subsect ion A f o r  
t h e  cu r ren t  yea r .  

28. Adopt a  r u l e  es tab l i sh ing  program s tandards  f o r  v i s u a l l y  
handicapped pup i l s  i n  school d i s t r i c t s  which r equ i re s  t h e  ind iv idua l i zed  
educat ion program team t o  consider t h e  need f o r  b r a i l l e  i n s t r u c t i o n  and t o  
provide reasons i f  such ins t ruc t ion  i s  not included i n  t h e  ind iv idua l i zed  
education program. 

29. Adopt r u l e s  governing i n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  a t h l e t i c  competi t ion 
including one o r  more methods t o  address i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  dec i s ions  
involving f o r f e i t u r e  of in te rscholas t ic  a t h l e t i c  con tes t s  o r  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
from i n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  a t h l e t i c  competition. 

30. Adopt r u l e s  prescribing procedures f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  
department of  education of every wr i t t en  complaint a l l e g i n g  t h a t  a  
c e r t i f i c a t e d  person has  engaged in immoral conduct. 

31. By December 15. 1995, review t h e  time frame required pursuant t o  
sec t ion  15-539, subsection C ,  in  which a teacher i s  allowed t o  improve a f t e r  
rece iv ing  a  prel iminary not ice  of inadequacy of classroom performance and 
e s t a b l i s h  an equivalent  time frame t o  accommodate teachers  who a r e  employed 
i n  year-round school year  operation programs o r  o t h e r  schools  which do not 
use t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  school year  calendar.  

B. The s t a t e  board of education may: 
1. Cont rac t .  
2. Sue and be sued. 



3. D i s t r i b u t e  and sco re  t h e  t e s t s  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  c h a p t e r  7, a r t i c l e  3 
o f  t h i s  t i t l e .  

4. Adopt r u l e s  c o n c e r n i n g  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  as s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h i s  
t i t l e ,  excep t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  adopt r u l e s  
c o n c e r n i n g  p u p i l - t e a c h e r  r a t i o s  o r  p u p i l - s t a f f  r a t i o s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  

5. Adopt r u l e s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  and p r e s c r i b i n g  procedures f o r  an adv iso ry  
commi t tee and h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r s  t o  conduc t  h e a r i n g s  t o  de te rm ine  whether 
grounds e x i s t  t o  impose d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a  c e r t i f i c a t e d  person and 
whether grounds e x i s t  t o  r e i n s t a t e  a  revoked o r  sur rendered c e r t i f i c a t e .  The 
board may d e l e g a t e  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  conduct  h e a r i n g s  t o  i t s  a d v i s o r y  
committee and t o  h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r s .  Hear ings  s h a l l  b e  conducted pu rsuan t  t o  
t i t l e  41, c h a p t e r  6, and t h e  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  j u d i c i a l  rev iew 
pursuan t  t o  t i t l e  12, c h a p t e r  7, a r t i c l e  6. 

6. Proceed w i t h  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  any comp la in t  r e q u e s t i n g  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t i o n  o r  w i t h  any d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a  person h o l d i n g  a c e r t i f i c a t e  
as p r e s c r i b e d  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  A ,  paragraph  18 o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  
suspension o r  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  su r render  o f  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  
by t h e  h o l d e r .  

7. Assess c o s t s  and reasonab le  a t t o r n e y  f e e s  a g a i n s t  a person who 
f i l e s  a  f r i v o l o u s  c o m p l a i n t  o r  who f i l e s  a  c o m p l a i n t  i n  bad f a i t h .  Costs 
assessed p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  pa rag raph  s h a l l  n o t  exceed t h e  expenses i n c u r r e d  
by t h e  s t a t e  board  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m p l a i n t .  


