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SENATE BILL 1024

CHAPTER 1

AN ACT

AMENDING SECTION 15-203, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; RELATING TO THE
CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 15-203, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

15-203. Powers and duties

A. The state board of education shall:

1. Exercise general supervision over and regulate the conduct of the
public school system.

2. Keep a record of its proceedings.

3. Make rules for its own government.

4. Determine the policy and work undertaken by it.

5. Appoint its employees, on the recommendation of the superintendent
of public instruction,

6. Prescribe the duties of its employees if not prescribed by statute.

7. Delegate to the superintendent of public instruction the execution
of board policies.

8. Recommend to the legisiature changes or additions to the statutes
pertaining to schools.

9. Prepare, publish and distribute reports concerning the educational
welfare of this state. .

1G. Prepare a budget for expenditures necessary for proper maintenance
of the board and accomplishment of its purposes and present the budget to
the legislature.
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11. Ascertain that the school laws are properly enforced.

12. Aid in the enforcement of laws relating to schools.

13. Prescribe a minimum course of study in the common schools, minimum
competency requirements for the promotion of pupils from the third grade and
minimum course of study and competency requirements for the promotion of
pupils fram the eighth grade.

14, Prescribe minimum course of study and competency requirements for
the graduation of pupils from high school.

15. Advise school districts on the purchase of textbooks for the common
schocls and prepare a 1ist of not less than three suggested textbooks for
egach grade and each course taught in the common schools for the possible
selection by the school district of one textbook from the 1ist for each
student. In the event that three textbooks are not available which meet the
coeurse of study requirement as adopted by the state board of education in
this state, the state board of education may recommend fewer than three
textbooks per grade and course. The textbooks selected by the school
district shall be purchased by the school district direct from the publisher
as provided in this title.

16. Prescribe procedures in the uniform system of financial records to
ensure that required textbooks and reiated printed subject matter materials
as provided in section 15-723 are determined by all school districts on a
uniform basis,

17. Prepare & Tist of suggested supplementary books and instructional
computer software for purchase by school districts,

18. Supervise and control the certification of teachers and prescribe
rules for certification, including ruies for certification of teachers who
have teaching experience and who are trained in other states, which are not
unnecessarily restrictive and are substantially simiiar to the rules
prescribed for the certification of teachers trained in this state. THE RULES
SHALL NOT REQUIRE A CERTIFICATED TEACHER TO OBTAIN A MASTER’S DEGREE OR ANY
ADDITIONAL GRADUATE COURSES AS A CONDITION ©F CERTIFICATION OR
RECERTIFICATION. "Teacher™, as used in this paragraph, means & person engaged
in instructional work directly as any classroom, laboratory or other teacher
or indirectly as a supervisory teacher, speech therapist, principal or
superintendent in a school district, including school district preschool
programs, or ANY other educational institution below the community coliege,
college or university level.

19. Adopt & 1ist of approved tests for determining special education
assistance to gifted students as defined in section 15-761 and as provided
in section 15-764. The adopted tests shall provide separate scores for
quantitative reasoning, verbal reasoning and nonverbal reasoning and shall
be capable of providing reiiable and valid scores at the highest ranges of
the sceore distribution.
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20. Adopt rules governing the methods for the administration of all
reading, grammar and mathematics proficiency examinations as provided in
section 15-533.

21. Adopt proficiency examinations for its use. The state board of
education shall determine the passing score for the proficiency examination.

22. Include within its budget the cost of contracting for the purchase,
distripution and scoring of the examinations as provided in paragraphs 20
and 21 of this subsection.

23. Supervise and control the qualifications of professional
nonteaching school personnel and prescribe standards relating to
gualifications. School nurses may be certificated pursuant to section
15-531.01.

24. Impose such disciplinary action, including the issuance of a letter
of censure, suspension, suspension with conditions or revocation of a
certificate, upon a finding of immoral or unprofessional conduct.

25. Establish an assessment, data gathering and reporting system for
pupil performance as prescribed in chapter 7, article 3 of this title.

26. Assist the auditor general in prescribing & uniform system of
records and accounting.

27. Submit to the economic estimates commission prior to February 15
of each year the total estimated statewide number of students determined
using the unit of measurement prescribed in section 15-902, subsection A for
the current year.

28. Adopt & rule establishing program standards for visually
handicapped pupils in school districts which requires the individualized
education program team to consider the need for braille instruction and teo
provide reasons if such instruction is not included in the individualized
education program.

29. Adopt rules governing interscholastic athletic competition
including one or more methods to address dissues relating to decisions
involving forfeiture of interscholastic athletic contests or disqualification
from interscholastic athletic competition.

30. Adopt rules prescribing procedures for the investigation by the
department of education of every written complaint alleging that a
certificated person has engaged in immoral conduct.

31. By December 15, 1995, review the time frame required pursuant to
section 15-539, subsection €, in which a teacher is allowed to improve after
receiving a preliminary notice of inadequacy of classroom performance and
establish an equivalent time frame to accommodate teachers who are employed
in year-round school year operation programs or other schools which do not
use the traditional school year calendar.

B. The state board of education may:
1. Contract.
2. Sue and dbe sued.
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3. PDistribute and score the tests prescr1bed in chapter 7, article 3
of this titie.

4. Adopt rules concerning special education as spec1f1ed in this
title, except that the state board of education shall not adopt rules
concerning pupil-teacher ratios or pupil-staff ratics relating to the
provision of special education services.

5. Adopt rules establishing and prescribing procedures for an advisory
committee and hearing officers to conduct hearings to determine whether
grounds exist to impose disciplinary action against a certificated person and
whether grounds exist to reinstate a revoked or surrendered certificate. The
board may deiegate its responsibility to conduct hearings to its advisory
commitiee and to hearing officers. Hearings shall be conducted pursuant to
title 41, chapter 6, and the decisions are subject to Jjudicial review
pursuant to title 12, chapter 7, articie 6.

6. Proceed with the disposal of any complaint requesting d1sc1p11nary
action or with any disciplinary action against a person holding a certificate
as prescribed in subsection A, paragraph 18 of this section after the
suspension or expiration of the certificate or surrender of the certificate
by the holder.

7. Assess costs and reasonable attorney fees against a person who
fites a frivolous complaint or who fiies a complaint in bad faith. Costs
assessed pursuant to this paragraph shall not exceed the expenses incurred
by the state board in the investigation of the complaint.

HE GOVERNOR FEBRUARY 16, 1996

E OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FEBRUARY 16, 1996,




