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CHAPTER 1 0 1  

HOUSE BILL 2549 

AN ACT 

ESTABLISHING THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE STUDY COMMITTEE ON FLOOD CONTROL 
DISTRICTS. 

Be i t  enacted by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i zona :  
S e c t i o n  1. J o i n t  l e a i s l a t i v e  s tudv  commit tee on f l o o d  c o n t r o l  

d i s t r i c t s :  DurDose: r e D o r t  
A. The l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  f l o o d  c o n t r o l  and s to rm 

wa te r  d r a i n a g e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  communit ies i n  t h i s  s t a t e  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  
governmental  f u n c t i o n .  The t h r e a t  t o  l i v e s  and p r o p e r t y  f r o m  f l o o d i n g  was 
recogn ized by t h i s  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  t h e  p a s t  and county and l o c a l  f l o o d  c o n t r o l  
d i s t r i c t s  were a u t h o r i z e d  by s t a t u t e .  D u r i n g  r e c e n t  years .  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
c o u n t y  f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t  f u n d i n g  has r a i s e d  q u e s t i o n s  about  coun ty  
d i s t r i c t s '  a b i l i t y  t o  meet t h e i r  s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  It i s  t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  no r e d u c t i o n  occur  i n  t h e  t a x  r a t e  o f  t h e  
county  f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t s  d u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  s t u d y  commi t tee 's  
examina t ion  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  p r e s c r i b e d  by  t h i s  a c t .  

B. A  j o i n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s tudy commi t tee on f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t s  i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  The commit tee c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  persons:  

1. Three members o f  t h e  house o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  
speaker o f  t h e  house, no more t h a n  two o f  whom a r e  members o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
p a r t y  i n  t h e  house o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

2 .  Three members o f  t h e  senate  appo in ted  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
senate.  no more t h a n  two of whom a r e  members o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  p a r t y  i n  t h e  
senate.  
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C .  The commit tee s h a l l  convene and r e c e i v e  t e s t i m o n y  and o t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  compara t i ve  advantages and d isadvantages o f  
countywide f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t s  and m u n i c i p a l  f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t s .  
i n c l u d i n g  t e s t i m o n y  and i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  persons o r  t h e i r  
designees : 

1. The d i r e c t o r  o f  wa te r  resources .  
2 .  The manager o f  t h e  Phoenix p l a n n i n g  s e c t i o n .  U.S. army co rps  o f  

eng ineers .  
3. The s t a t e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  eng ineer ,  n a t u r a l  resource  c o n s e r v a t i o n  

s e r v i c e ,  Phoenix.  
4.  C u r r e n t  and p a s t  c h i e f  e n g i n e e r s  and genera l  managers o f  coun ty  

f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t s .  
5 .  E l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s .  p u b l i c  works d i r e c t o r s  o r  c i t y  eng ineers  f r o m  

f i v e  c i t i e s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  
D. The commi t tee s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s s u e s :  
1. N a t i o n a l  t r e n d s  i n  watershed management s o l u t i o n s  f o r  f l o o d w a t e r  

and s t o r m  w a t e r  d r a i n a g e  problems. 
2. L e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  r e g a r d i n g  p r o j e c t s  a n t i c i p a t e d  under a d o p t i o n  

o f  coun ty  f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t  s t a t u t e s .  
3. I n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f l o o d  insu rance  program and t h e  

community r a t i n g  system and m u n i c i p a l  and county  invo lvement  i n  t h o s e  
programs. 

4. E f f e c t  on t a x  revenues i f  m u n i c i p a l  f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t s  r e p l a c e  
p o r t i o n s  o f  a  coun ty  f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t  i n c l u d i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
l i k e l i h o o d  o f  f u n d i n g  d i s p a r i t i e s  s i m i l a r  t o  c u r r e n t  school f i n a n c e  problems. 

5. Maintenance o f  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  ac ross  
j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  boundar ies .  

6. E f f e c t  on comprehensive emergency management programs i f  m u n i c i p a l  
f l o o d  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d .  

7 .  E f f e c t  on env i ronmenta l  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  f l o o d w a t e r  and s t o r m  
water  management. 

8. A b i l i t y  o f  v a r i o u s  e n t i t i e s  t o  a t t r a c t  and m a i n t a i n  f e d e r a l  p r o j e c t  
monies. 

E. The commit tee s h a l l  submi t  i t s  r e p o r t  and recommendations on t h e  
bes t  t y p e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  s o l v i n g  f l o o d w a t e r  and s torm wa te r  problems i n  
t h i s  s t a t e  t o  t h e  governor .  t h e  speaker o f  t h e  house o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and 
t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  sena te  by December 1. 1996. 

Sec. 2. R e ~ e a l  
S e c t i o n  1 o f  t h i s  a c t  i s  r e p e a l e d  on February 1. 1997. 




