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AN ACT 

AMENDING SECTION 15-460.  ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES: RELATING TO SCHOOL 
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. 

Be i t  enac ted  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i zona :  
S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  15-460. Ar izona Rev ised S t a t u t e s .  i s  amended t o  

read:  
15-460. Chanqe o f  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  boundar ies  
A. On r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  govern ing  board  o f  a  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  o r  on 

r e c e i p t  o f  a  p e t i t i o n  b e a r i n g  t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  o f  t e n  p e r  c e n t  o r  more o f  t h e  
q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  school  d i s t r i c t  t o  change t h e  boundar ies  
of t h e  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  i n  such a  manner as t o  i n c l u d e  a d j a c e n t  unorgan ized  
t e r r i t o r y .  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  boundar ies  d e s i r e d  and t h e  reasons f o r  such 
change. t h e  coun ty  schoo l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  s h a l l  submi t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  unorgan ized  t e r r i t o r y  w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  t o  
t h e  q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  o f  t h e  new proposed schoo l  d i s t r i c t .  The e l e c t i o n  
s h a l l  be h e l d  as p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c t i o n  15-459. excep t  t h a t  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  v o t i n g  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  unorgan ized t e r r i t o r y  and 
a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  v o t i n g  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
schoo l  d i s t r i c t  must approve t h e  change. I f  approved, t h e  change i s  
e f f e c t i v e  f rom and a f t e r  June 30 n e x t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  

B. When t e n  per  c e n t  o r  more o f  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  r e s i d i n g  i n  a 
schoo l  d i s t r i c t  d e s i r e  t h a t  t h e  boundar ies  o f  t h e  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  be 
d im in i shed .  t h e y  may p r e s e n t  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  coun ty  schoo l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  change o f  boundar ies  d e s i r e d  and t h e  reasons f o r  such 
change. The county  school  super in tenden t  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  and t r a n s m i t  t o  t h e  
g o v e r n i n g  b o a r d  o f  t h e  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  P ~ O D O S ~ ~  t o  be d i m i n i s h e d  a  r e D o r t  -- 
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p r o v i d i n g  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
e d u c a t i o n a l  programs i n  t h e  a rea  o f  t h e ~ d i s t r i c t  t o  be detached and i n  t h e  
area wh ich  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  rema in ing  d i s t r i c t .  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  p u p i l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  and t h e  f i n a n c i a l  impact  on taxpayers .  The govern ing 
b o a r d  s h a l l  m a i l  o r  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  a l l  households l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
school  d i s t r i c t .  The coun ty  schoo l  super in tenden t  s h a l l  submi t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
o f  d i m i n i s h i n g  t h e  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  boundar ies  t o  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  o f  
t h e  schoo l  d i s t r i c t .  The e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be h e l d  as p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c t i o n  
15-459. A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  v o t i n g  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  t o  rema in  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  school  d i s t r i c t  and a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  v o t i n g  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  t o  be exc luded  
must approve t h e  change. I f  approved, t h e  change i s  e f f e c t i v e  f rom and a f t e r  
June 30 n e x t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  

C. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  subsec t ions  A and B o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  and THIS 
chap te r  4-e4 :hi: ti::?, t h e  g o v e r n i n g  boards o f  two a d j a c e n t  COMMON. U N I O N  
OR UNIFIED school  d i s t r i c t s  may a u t h o r i z e  minor boundary adjustments t o  b o t h  
schoo l  d i s t r i c t s  i f  a l l  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t r u e :  

1. The two a d j a c e n t  common. un ion o r  u n i f i e d  schoo l  d i s t r i c t s  have n o t  
p r e v i o u s l y  made more t h a n  one m inor  boundary ad jus tmen t  pu rsuan t  t o  t h i s  
subsec t ion .  

2. A m a j o r i t y  of t h e  e l e c t o r s  w i t h i n  t h e  geograph ic  boundar ies  o f  a  
p o r t i o n  o f  a  schoo l  d i s t r i c t .  as s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  p+ee& PRESENTS 
a  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  boards o f  b o t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  wh ich t h e  
p e t i t i o n e r s  c u r r e n t l y  r e s i d e  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  which t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  d e s i r e  
t o  be annexed. The p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  boundar ies  o f  t h e  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  be annexed. 

3. A m a j o r i t y  of t h e  members o f  t h e  govern ing boards o f  each d i s t r i c t  
APPROVES t h e  m i n o r  boundary ad jus tmen t .  

4. The boundary ad jus tmen t  would r e s u l t  i n  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  no more 
t h a n  one and o n e - h a l f  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  s tuden t  coun t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f rom 
which t h e  p u p i l s  w i l l  t r a n s f e r .  

5 .  The boundary ad jus tmen t  would n o t  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  any 
school  b u i l d i n g s .  e equipment o r  f u r n i s h i n g s  f rom one school  d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  
o t h e r .  

6. No member of t h e  g o v e r n i n g  board o f  t h e  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  t o  be 
d i m i n i s h e d  i s  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
a d j a c e n t  schoo l  d i s t r i c t .  

7 .  The govern ing  boards o f  t h e  school d i s t r i c t s  have agreed on a  means 
t o  s a t i s f y  any l i a b i l i t i e s .  

D. I f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  boards o f  b o t h  
d i s t r i c t s  t o  wh ich  p e t i t i o n s  were presented pursuant  t o  subsec t ion  C of t h i s  -- 
- - 
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section +ppw+e APPROVES the pe t i t i ons .  t he  pet i t ions  shal l  be transmitted 
with the endorsements of the  governing boards t o  the  county school 
superintendent. The county school superintendent. i f  no pe t i t ion  opposing 
annexation signed by a majority of the  school e lectors  representing e i t he r  
the  resident d i s t r i c t  or the  d i s t r i c t  t o  which annexation i s  proposed i s  
received within fif teen days a f t e r  the transmittal of the  p e t i t i o n  requesting 
annexation. shall make the records of boundaries conform t o  the  peti t ion fo r  
annexation and notify the  boards of supervisors and t h e  county assessor of 
the  boundary change. The change i s  e f fec t ive  from and a f t e r  June 3 0  next 
following the  n o t ~ f i c a t i o n  of the  boards of supervisors. 

E. NOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION A OF T H I S  SECTION. I F  THE Q U A L I F I E D  
ELECTORS RESID ING I N  A SCHOOL D I S T R I C T  HAVE PREVIOUSLY VOTED TO ACCEPT 
UNORGANIZEO TERRITORY INTO THE D I S T R I C T ' S  BOUNDARIES I N  TWO CONSECUTIVE 
ELECTIONS CALLED FOR T H I S  PURPOSE. THE SCHOOL D I S T R I C T  GOVERNING BOAR0 MAY 
ANNEX ANY ELECTION PRECINCT W I T H I N  THE UNORGANIZEO TERRITORY THAT I S  
CONTIGUOUS TO THE SCHOOL D I S T R I C T  I F  BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS EXIST:  

1. AT  LEAST ONE HUNDRED F I F T Y  P U P I L S  WHO RESIDE  I N  THE ELECTION 
PRECINCT ARE ENROLLED I N  ONE OR MORE SCHOOL D I S T R I C T S  I N  THE COUNTY. 

2.  THE QUAL IF IED  ELECTORS OF THE PRECINCT HAVE PREVIOUSLY VOTED I N  
FAVOR OF THE ANNEXATION. 

? m < m & & @ ~ h g i @ c e s , s a r y  t o  preserve the  
public - - t h  ' ,s& o w r i t B i  mediately as provided by 
law. 




