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HOUSE BILL 2473 

AN ACT 

AMENDING SECTIONS 27-301, 27-303. 27-309. 27-423 AND 27-441. ARIZONA REVISED 
STATUTES: RELATING TO M I N I N G  OPERATIONS. 

Be i t  enac ted  by  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i zona :  
S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  27-301. Ar izona Revised S t a t u t e s .  i s  amended t o  

read:  
27-301. D e f i n i t i o n s  
I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  un less  t h e  c o n t e x t  o the rw ise  r e q u i r e s :  
1. "Abandoned mine" means a  mine where m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  have been 

pe rmanen t l y  t e r m i n a t e d  o r  t h e  o p e r a t o r  has compl ied w i t h  s e c t i o n  27-303. 
s u b s e c t i o n  B- C o r  f o r  which no owner, opera to r  o r  o t h e r  c l a i m a n t  of r e c o r d  
can be l o c a t e d  f o r  a  d e s e r t e d  mine s i t e .  

2. " A c t i v e  mine" means a  m in ing  o p e r a t i o n  conduct ing'  m i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  
on any l a n d s .  

3. "Claim" means t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  m ln ing  ground h e l d  under f e d e r a l  and 
l o c a l  l a w  by one c l a i m a n t  o r  a s s o c i a t i o n .  by v i r t u e  o f  one l o c a t i o n  and 
r e c o r d .  I t  i n c l u d e s  m i n i n g  c la ims  and s i t e s  deemed abandoned under t h e  
f e d e r a l  l a n d  p o l i c y  and management ac :  o f  1976 (P.L. 94-579: 90 S t a t .  2743).  

4.  "Excava t ions "  o r  "workings" means any o r  a l l  p a r t s  o f  a  mine 
excavated o r  b e i n g  excavated,  i n c l u e i n g  s h a f t s ,  t u n n e l s .  d r i f t s .  c r o s s c u t s .  
a d i t s .  e n t r i e s .  w inzes.  r a i s e s .  stopes.  open c u t s ,  and a l l  work ing  p l a c e s .  
whe the r  abandoned o r  i n  use. 



H.B. 2473 

5. " I n a c t i v e  mine" means a  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n  n o t  conduc t ing  m i n i n g  f o r  
more than  s i x  months o r  where m i n i n g  operat ions have been t e m p o r a r i l y  
suspended o r  t h e  o p e r a t o r  has compl ied w i t h  s e c t i o n  27-303, s u b s e c t i o n  C!- C. 

6. " I n s p e c t o r "  means t h e  s t a t e  mine i n s p e c t o r  and excep t  i n  a r t i c l e  
7  o f  t h i s  chap te r  h i s  d e p u t i e s .  

7. " M i l l "  means any o r e  m i l l ,  concen t ra to r ,  sampl ing works. c rush ing .  
g r i n d i n g  o r  s c r e e n i n g  p l a n t ,  a p p u r t e n a n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  shops o r  s t o r a g e  o r  
l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t y  used a t  and i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  any mine. 

8. "Mine" means a l l  l a n d s  c o n t a i n i n g  e x c a v a t i o n s ,  underground 
passageways. s h a f t s ,  t u n n e l s  and workings,  s t r u c t u r e s .  f a c i l i t i e s .  equipment. 
machines o r  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  i n c l u d i n g  impoundments, r e t e n t i o n  dams. t a i l i n g s  
and waste dumps, on t h e  s u r f a c e  o r  underground, used i n ,  t o  b e  used i n  o r  
r e s u l t i n g  f rom the  work o f  e x t r a c t i n g  m i n e r a l s  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s .  e x c l u d i n g  
hydrocarbons. Mine i n c l u d e s  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  an o p e r a t i o n  wh ich  m ixes  r o c k .  
sand, g r a v e l  o r  s i m i l a r  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h  wa te r  and cement o r  w i t h  a s p h a l t .  
p rov ided  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i s  e i t h e r  p h y s i c a l l y  connected t o  t h e  mine o r  i s  
so i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  w i t h  t h e  mjne as t o  f o r m  one i n t e g r a l  e n t e r p r i s e .  

9. "Miner"  means a  person who works i n  a  mine.  
10.  "Mining" means those  a c t i v i t i e s  conducted t o  deve lop  o r  e x t r a c t  

m a t e r i a l s  f rom a  mine i n c l u d i n g  o n - s i t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  c o n c e n t r a t i n g .  
m i l l i n g ,  l each ing ,  s m e l t i n g  o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  o r e s  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s .  

11. "Open p i t "  means any mine o p e r a t e d  on t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  
i n c l u d i n g  q u a r r i e s ,  b u t  e x c l u d i n g  sand and g r a v e l  o p e r a t i o n s .  

12. "Operat ion" means a  mine. m i l l .  s m e l t e r .  sand and g r a v e l  p l a n t  o r  
p y r o m e t a l l u r g i c a l  o r  h y d r o m e t a l l u r g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n .  

13. "Operator "  means a n a t u r a l  person,  c o r p o r a t i o n .  p a r t n e r s h i p  
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  agent ,  governmental  e n t i t y  o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r ' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  owning. c o n t r o l l i n g  o r  managing a  mine. 

14. "Sand and g r a v e l  c p e r a t i o n "  means any o p e r a t i o n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
p r o d u c t  of wh ich i s  sand, g r a v e l .  pumice o r  any o t h e r  common v a r i e t y  o f  
m a t e r i a l .  

15. "Smelter"  means any e s t a b l i s h m e n t  used f o r  t h e  purpose o f  
p y r o m e t a l l u r g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  and appur tenan t  b u i l d i n g s .  shops. f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of steam o r  e l e c t r i c a l  power. o r  equipment used i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  any o f  t h e  above. 

16. "Surface m in ing"  means m in ing  conducted on t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  l a n d  
i n c l u d i n g  open p i t .  s t r i p .  d redg ing.  q u a r r y i n g ,  l e a c h i n g .  s u r f a c e  e v a p o r a t i o n  
o p e r a t i o n s .  r e w o r k i n g  abandoned t a i l i n g s  and dumps and r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  

17. "Underground mine" means a mine i n  which m i n e r a l s  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  
i s  e x t r a c t e d  f rom beneath  t h e  s u r f a c e  by means o f  s h a f t s .  t u n n e l s  o r  o t h e r  
openings.  
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Sec. 2. Sect ion 27-303, Arizona Revised S ta tu t e s .  i s  amended t o  read: 
27-303. No t i f i ca t ion  t o  in soec to r  of beainnina or  ~ ~ S ~ e n d i n q  

ooe ra t i  ons 
A .  When mining operat ions a r e  scheduled t o  begin a t  any mine, t h e  

opera tor ,  owner, agent o r  o ther  authorized representa t ive  sha l l  give wri t ten 
no t i ce  t o  the inspec to r  p r i o r  t o  commencement of mining. 

B.  IF OPERATIONS DO NOT COMMENCE WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE INSPECTOR 
RECEIV'ES THE NOTICE O F  COMMENCEMENT. THE OPERATION IS CONSIDERED TO B E  
SUSPENDED. 

& C .  In t h e  case of temporary suspension of opera t ions ,  excluding 
labor  d isputes .  exceeding s i x  months o r  in  the case of permanent termination 
of mining o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  opera tor  s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  in spec to r ,  i n  wr i t ing .  
before  t h e  suspension o r  terminat ion da te .  All sha f t s .  p o r t a l s .  a d i t s  or 
o the r  openings sha l l  be secured t o  prevent unauthorized entry and t o  pro tec t  
publ ic  hea l th  and s a f e t y  pursuant t o  sec t ion  27-318. 

& 0. On n o t i f i c a t i o n  of suspension o r  terminat ion of mining 
opera t ions .  t h e  inspec tor  sha l l  inspec t  t h e  property t o  determine i f  adequate 
s a f e t y  measures a r e  being taken t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  public.  

Sec. 3 .  Section 27-309. Arizona Revised S t a t u t e s . i s  amended t o  read: 
27-309. Reoorts of f a t a l  acc idents  t o  insoec tor :  i n v e s t i a a t i o n  
A .  When a  f a t a l  acc ident  occurs  i n  an opera t ion ,  t h e  opera tor  sha l l  

g ive  immediate no t i ce  thereof  by telephone or  FACSIMILE 
TRANSMISSION. and a f t e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  repor t  t h e  f a c t s  i n  wr i t i ng  t o  t h e  
i n s p e c t o r .  The in spec to r .  upon r e c e i p t  of such not ice sha l l  i n s t r u c t  t h e  
o p e r a t o r  a s  t o  preserving evidence of t h e  acc ident .  The in spec to r  sha l l  
i n v e s t i g a t e  and make a  repor t  which sha l l  be f i l e d  in h is  o f f i c e .  

8 .  il-: - +  2- 
. . 

G B .  I f  t h e  inspector  concludes the f a c t s  warrant i t .  he sha l l  cause 
a copy of h i s  r e p o r t  :4::- 

? . 
J Y 7 ,  I >  ulr , and a l l  papers i n  h i s  

possession r e l a t i n g  t h e r e t e  t o  be forwarded t o  the  county a t torney  of t h e  
county i n  which t h e  f a t a l  accident occurred.  with an accompanying statement 
of t h e  in spec to r ,  describing in what p a r t i c u l a r  he believes t h e  law has been 
v io l a t ed .  

Sec. 4 .  Section 27-423. Arizona Revised S ta tu t e s .  i s  amended t o  read: 
27-423. Tracks.  roadbeds a n d  roadways 
A .  Tracks. roadbeds. r a i l s .  j o i n t s .  switches and f rogs  on a l l  

haulageways s h a l l  be cons t ruc ted .  i n s t a l l e d  and maintained in a  manner 
c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  speed and type of haulage operat ions being conducted. 

B .  Truck haulage roadways. INCLUDING BERMS WHERE NECESSARY, sha l l  be 
constructed a n d  maintained WITH D U E  REGARD FOR SAFETY. in a  manner cons is ten t  
with t h e  speed and type of haulage opera t ions  being conducted AND THE TYPE 
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1 O F  EQUIPMENT BEING OPERATED. D 
2 
3 Sec. 5. Section 27-441. Arizona Revised S t a t u t e s ,  i s  amended t o  read: 
4 27-441.  Sand and aravel s a f e t v  ru l e s  
5 A.  All s a n d  and gravel operat ions s h a l l  be conducted w i t h  due regard 
6 t o  sa fe ty .  The inspector  sha l l  fade ADOPT ru l e s  t o  car ry  out  
7 the provisions of t h i s  s ec t ion .  
8 B. A r t i c l e  5 of t h i s  chapter ""'-* APPLIES t o  sand 
9 and gravel opera t ions .  
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