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CHAPTER 215

HOUSE BILL 2473

AN ACT

AMENDING SECTIONS 27-301, 27-303, 27-309, 27-423 AND 27-441, ARIZONA REVISED
STATUTES; RELATING TO MINING OPERATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 27-301, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

27-301. Definitions

In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Abandoned mine" means a mine where mining operations have been
permanently terminated or the operator has complied with section 27-303,
subsection 8 € or for which no owner, operator or other claimant of record
can be located for a deserted mine site.

2. "Active mine” means a mining operation conducting‘mining activities
on any lands.

3. "Claim™ means the portion of mining ground held under federal and
local law by one claimant or association, by virtue of one location and
record. It includes mining claims and sites deemed abandoned under the
federatl land policy and management act of 1976 (P.L. 94-579: 90 Stat. 2743).

4, "Excavations™ or “workings™ means any or all parts of a mine
excavated or being excavated, inclu¢ing shafts, tunnels, drifts. crosscuts,
adits, entries, winzes, raises. stopes., open cuts, and all working places,
whether abandoned or in use.
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5. "Inactive mine” means a wmining operation not conducting mining for
more than six months or where mining operations have been temporarily
suspended or the operator has complied with section 27-303, subsection 8~ C.

6. "Inspector™ means the state mine inspector and except in article
7 of this chapter his deputies.
7. "Mi1l1" means any ore mill, concentrator, sampling works, crushing,

grinding or screening .plant, appurtenant buildings, shops or storage or.
lToading facility used at and in connection with any mine.
8. "Mine"” means all 1lands containing excavations, underground

passageways, shafts, tunnels and workings, structures, facilities., equipment,

machines or other property including impoundments, retention dams, tailings
and waste dumps, on the surface or underground, used in, to be used in or
resulting from the work of extracting minerals or other materials, excluding
hydrocarbons. Mine includes that portion of an cperation which mixes rock,
sand, gravel or similar materials with water and cement or with asphalt,
provided that the operation is either physically connected to the mine or is
so interdependent with the mine as to form one integral enterprise.
8. "Miner" means a person who works in a mine.

10. “Mining" means those activities conducted to develop or extract
materials from a mine including on-site transportation, concentrating,
milling, leaching, smelting or other processing of ores or other materials.

11. "Open pit”™ means any mine operated on the surface of the earth,
inctuding quarries, but excluding sand and gravel operations.

12. "QOperation” means a mine, mill, smelter, sand and gravel plant or
pyrometallurgical or hydrometallurgical operation.

13. “"Operatoer™ means a natural person, corporation, partnership
association, agent, governmental entity or other public or private
organization or*representative owning, controlling or managing a mine.

14. "Sand and gravel cperation”™ means any operation the principal
product of which is sand, gravel, pumice or any other common variety of
material.

15. “Smelter” means any establishment used for the purpose of
pyrometailurgical operations and appurtenant buildings, shops, facilities for
the production of steam or electrical power, or equipment used in conjunction
with any of the above.

16. "Surface mining" means mining conducted on the surface of the land
including open pit, strip. dredging. quarrying, leaching, surface evaporation
operations, reworking abandoned tailings and dumps and related activities.

17. “Underground mine” means a mine in which minerals or other material
is extracted from beneath the surface by means of shafts, tunneis or other
openings.
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Sec. 2. Section 27-303, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

27-303. Notification to inspector of beginning or suspending

gperations '

A. When mining operations are scheduled to begin at any mine, the
operator, owner, agent or other authorized representative shall give written
notice to the inspector prior to commencement of mining. '

B. IF OPERATIONS DO NOT COMMENCE WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE INSPECTOR
RECEIVES THE NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT, THE OPERATION IS CONSIDERED TO0 BE
SUSPENDED.

B= €. In the case of temporary suspension of operations, excluding
Tabor disputes, exceeding six months or in the case of permanent termination
of mining operations, the operator shall notify the inspector, in writing,
before the suspension or termination date. All shafts, portais, adits or
other openings shall be secured to prevent unauthorized entry and to protect
public health and safety pursuant to section 27-318.

& 0. On notification of suspension or termination of mining
operations, the inspector shall inspect the property to determine if adequate
safety measures are being taken to protect the public.

Sec. 3. Section 27-309, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

27-309. Reparts of fatal accidents to inspecter:; investigation

A. When a fatal accident occurs in an operation, the operator shall
give immediate notice therecf by telephone or #etegraph FACSIMILE
TRANSMISSION, and after investigation report the facts in writing to the
inspector. The inspector, upon receipt of such notice shall instruct the
operator as to preserving evidence of the accident. The inspector shall
investigate and make a report which shall be filed in his office.

& B. If the inspector concludes the facts warrant it, he shall cause
a copy of his report er—a—~ceopyrof—thetestimony—together—with—the—yopgict
oF—the—eoreperis—jury—if—ar—inguest—was—hetds and all papers in his

possession relating thereto— to be forwarded to the county attorney of the
county in which the fatal accident occurred, with an accompanying statement
of the inspector, describing in what particular he believes the law has been
violated.

Sec. 4, Section 27-423., Arizona Revised Statutes. is amended to read:

27-423. Tracks, roadbeds and roadways

A. Tracks, roadbeds, rails, Jjecints, switches and frogs on all
hauiageways shall be constructed, installed and maintained in a manner
consistent with the speed and type of haulage operations being conducted.

B. Truck haulage roadgways, INCLUDING BERMS WHERE NECESSARY, shall be
constructed and maintained WITH DUE REGARD FOR SAFETY, in a manner consistent
with the speed and type of haulage operations being conducted AND THE TYPE
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OF EQUIPMENT BEING OPERATED. SBerms—shat—be—ipstotted—ahd—Rointainred—where
RECeSSRRY T . _
Sec. 5. Section 27-441, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:
27-441. and and gravel safety rules o
A. "All sand and gravel operations shall be conducted with due regard
to safety. The inspector shall make ADOPT rules amd-regulatiens to carry out -
the provisions of this section. oné—shai—desigrote—those—Seetions—ef
B. Article 5 of this chapter whieh—shatl—be—gppirieaite APPLIES to sand

and gravel operations.
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