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CHAPTER 251 

HOUSE BILL 2010 

AN ACT 

AMENDING SECTIONS 36-322. 36-327 AND 36-329. ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES: 
RELATING TO VITAL STATISTICS. 

Be i t  enacted by the Legislature of the  S ta te  of Arizona: 
Section 1. Section 36-322. Arizona Revised Statutes.  i s  amended t o  

read: 
36-322. Birth regis t ra t ion 
A.  A c e r t i f i c a t e  of l ive  bir th  for  each child born alive i n  t h i s  s t a t e  

shall be f i l ed  with the designated reg is t ra r  within seven days following the 
birth with the document prescribed in subsection C of t h i s  section. THIS MAY 
B E  DONE BY ELECTRONIC MEANS AS PRESCRIBED BY THE STATE REGISTRAR OF VITAL 
STATISTICS. If a  statement i s  f i l e d  pursuant t o  section 12-852. subsection 
B- A ,  the  document shall  be forwarded t o  the  designated reg is t ra r  w i t h  the  
bi r th  ce r t i f i c a t e .  

B.  If a  birth occurs in a moving conveyance, & THE b i r th  shall be 
considered t o  have occurred in  the place where the  child was i n i t i a l l y  
removed from the conveyance. 

C. Ufwt  IF a b i r th  occurs in an i n s t i t u t i on .  the  person in charge of 
the ins t i tu t ion  or % THAT PERSON'S designated representative shall  obtain 
the  personal data. prepare the c e r t i f i c a t e .  obtain the  required signatures 
of the informant and attendant. and f i l e  the c e r t i f i c a t e  w i t h  the designated 
r eg i s t r a r .  The personal data shall  include the  social  security numbers of 
the mother and father.  The social security numbers shall  be f i l e d  with the  
c e r t i f i c a t e  as a separate document. The social  secur i ty  numbers shall  not 
appear on the b i r th  c e r t i f i c a t e .  The persons cer t i fying t o  required 
information shall  furnish t h i s  information and a f f i x  t h e i r  signatures in 
suf f ic ien t  time t o  enable the c e r t i f i c a t e  and the accompanying document t o  
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be f i l e d  w i t h i n  the  prescribed period. I f  a child i s  born out of wedlock i n  
an i n s t i t u t i on .  the  parents shall  have an opportunity t o  voluntari ly 
acknowledge paterni ty  immediately before or  a f t e r  the b i r th  of the child. 

B. I f  5 - 
L " S  u 

D. U k f t  IF the bir th  occurs outside an ins t i tu t ion .  the necessary 
data prescribed i n  subsection C of t h i s  section shall  be obtained and the  
c e r t i f i c a t e  and the  accompanying document shall  be prepared and f i l ed  by one 
of t he  following i n  the indicated order of pr ior i ty :  

1. The physician in attendance a t  or immediately a f t e r  the b i r th .  
2. In the  absence of a physician. any other person in medical 

attendance a t  or immediately a f t e r  the b i r th .  
3. In t he  absence of the person prescribed i n  paragraph 2 O F  THIS 

SUBSECTION, the  mother, the fa ther ,  or any other family member who can supply 
the  required information, or the  person i n  charge of the  premises where the  
b i r t h  occurred. 

4. In the  absence or inab i l i ty  of a person prescribed i n  paragraph 3 
OF THIS SUBSECTION t o  act .  any other person who witnessed the  b i r th  and can 
supply the  required information. 

E. I f  the  mother of a child i s  married a t  the time of bi r th  of the  
child or  was married a t  any time i n  the ten months immediately preceding st&t 
THE b i r th .  the  name o f  her husband shall be entered on the  b i r th  ce r t i f i c a t e  
as the  fa ther  and  i s  otherwise presumed to  be the  father of the  child.  except 
where paternity has been established otherwise by a court of competent 
ju r i sd ic t ion .  In such instance. the  name of the  man so adjudged shall  be 
entered on the  record as the fa ther .  

& F. I f  the  mother of a child i s  unmarried a t  the  time of b i r th  of 
the  child and was unmarried throughout the  ten months immediately preceding 
stieR THE b i r th ,  the  name of the  alleged fa ther .  i f  any, shall  not be entered 
on the  b i r th  c e r t i f i c a t e  unless sworn statements acknowledging & paternity 
a re  voluntari ly presented by both the alleged fa ther  and the  mother, or 
unless paternity has been established by a court of competent jur isdic t ion.  

H; G. Either parent may sign the  b i r th  c e r t i f i c a t e  a t t e s t i ng  t o  the  
accuracy of the  personal data. If no parent i s  available t o  sign. the record 
may be signed by another family member or other person possessing personal 
knowledge of the  information a t tes ted  to.  

.Ir H .  Except i n  class A registrat ion d i s t r i c t s .  the b i r th  ce r t i f i c a t e  
of a chi ld  born out of wedlock shall  be f i l e d  d i rec t ly  w i t h  the  s t a t e  
r eg i s t r a r .  

I .  The s t a t e  reg is t ra r  shall  not refuse t o  reg i s te r  a b i r th  
c e r t i f i c a t e  because the ce r t i f i c a t e  f a i l s  t o  include the name of the  fa ther  
required by subsection F of t h i s  section.  
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ICr J. R e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  b e  accompanied by the 
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  numbers o f  t h e  mo the r  and  f a t h e r .  If t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  
s u b s e c t i o n  G o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  app ly .  t h e  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  number o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  
f a t h e r  o f  t h e  c h i l d  s h a l l  be p rov ided  w h e t h e r  p a t e r n i t y  h a s  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  
o r  acknowledged. T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  on r e q u e s t  t o  t h e  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t  en fo rcemen t  agency  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  l o c a t i n g  t h e  a b s e n t  p a r e n t  o r  
a l l e g e d  f a t h e r  o r  f o r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d e r s .  

k K. I f  t h e  mother  o r  f a t h e r  does  n o t  h a v e  a  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  number. 
a r io ther  l e g a l  i d e n t i f y i n g  number may be u s e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  t r i b a l  e n r o l l m e n t  
number, an i m m i g r a t i o n  AND n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  s e r v i c e  a1  i e n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  number 
o r  a  nonimmigrant  v i s a  number. If a  p e r s o n  . h a s  a n  i m m i g r a t i o n  AND 
n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  s e r v i c e  a l i e n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  number and  a  non immigran t  v i s a  
number, t h a t  p e r s o n  s h a l l  s u b m i t  b o t h  numbers. 

!k L. The  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a d o p t  r u l e s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  good c a u s e  
e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  Good c a u s e  e x c e p t i o n s  s h a l l  
i n c l u d e  a  c a s e  i n  which:  

1. A p a r e n t  is  n o t  a  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  citizen-. 
2 .  The name, i d e n t i t y  o r  whe reabou t s  o f  t h e  f a t h e r  is ARE unknown- 

m. 
3. The name o f  t h e  f a t h e r  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  on t h e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  

4.  The c h i l d  was conce ived  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  i n c e s t  o r  
SEXUAL ASSAULT, :+uWr&-. 

5 .  Legal p r o c e e d i n g s  f o r  the a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d  a r e  pend ing  b e f o r e  
a  c o u r t  o f  compe ten t  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

Sec. 2. S e c t i o n  36-327.  Ar izona  Revised  S t a t u t e s ,  is amended t o  r ead :  
36-327.  Death r e a i s t r a t i o n  
A .  A d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  e a c h  p e r s o n  d y i n g  i n  th i s  s t a t e  s h a l l  b e  

f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  w i t h i n  three days  f o l l o w i n g  web THE d e a t h  and 
p r i o r  t o  c r e m a t i o n  o r  removal o f  the d e a d  body f rom t h a t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
d i s t r i c t .  THIS MAY BE DONE BY ELECTRONIC MEANS AS PRESCRIBED BY THE STATE 
REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS. I f  t he  p l a c e  o f  d e a t h  i s  unknown. t h e  d e a t h  
s h a l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  have  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p l a c e  where  the d e a d  human 
r ema ins  were found .  I f  t h e  pe r son  d i e d  i n  a  moving c o n v e y a n c e ,  t h e  d e a t h  
s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  have  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p l a c e  where  t h e  body was 
i n i t i a l l y  removed from the  conveyance .  

B. The  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  o r  pe r son  a c t i n g  i n  & THAT c a p a c i t y  who 
f i r s t  assumes c u s t o d y  o f  a  dead body o r  dead  human r ema ins  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
e x e c u t i n g  and f i l i n g  t h e  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  & 4e. BEFORE FILING THE 
CERTIFICATE THAT PERSON s h a l l :  

1. Obta in  t h e  pe r sona l  d a t a  from the next o f  k i n  o r  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  
p e r s o n  o r  s o u r c e  a v a i l a b l e .  
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2. Obtain the  medical ce r t i f i ca t ion  of cause of death from the person 
hereinafter  designated-. 

3. Enter the  date ,  place and method of f inal  disposit ion a&. 
4.  Affix kis THAT PERSON'S signature and address bet%, f:;+frg-%e 

C. The medical ce r t i f i c a t i on  shall  be completed and signed within 
seventy-two hours by the  physician i n  charge of the  pat ient ' s  care fo r  the  
i l l n e s s  or  condition resu l t ing  i n  death, except as may be provided by 
regulation f o r  special s i tua t ions  or when death i s  subject t o  county medical 
examiner ju r i sd ic t ion .  

D. WReR IF THE death occurred without medical attendance or under such 
circumstances as t o  require county medical examiner investigation under 
section 11-593, the  medical examiner shall  complete and sign the  medical 
ce r t i f i ca t ion  in  suf f ic ien t  time t o  enable the  ce r t i f i c a t e  t o  be f i l ed  within 
the prescribed time period, except as may be provided by +e@&h? RULE fo r  
special s i tua t ions .  

E. I f  death occurs without medical attendance on an  Indian reservation 
in t h i s  s t a t e  and  a county medical examiner i s  not available, the  t r iba l  law 
enforcement author i ty ,  acting i n  an o f f i c i a l  investigative capacity, may 
ce r t i fy  as t o  the  cause and manner of death. 

Sec. 3. Section 36-329. Arizona Revised Statutes. i s  amended t o  read: 
36-329. Fetal death rea i s t ra t ion  
A. A f e t a l  death c e r t i f i c a t e  fo r  each f e t a l  death occurring in t h i s  

s t a t e  a f t e r  a ges ta t ion period of twenty completed weeks or  more shall  be 
f i l ed  with the  designated reg is t ra r  w i t h i n  three days following delivery and 
pr ior  t o  cremation or  removal of the fe tus  from the regis t ra t ion d i s t r i c t .  
THIS MAY B E  DONE BY ELECTRONIC MEANS AS PRESCRIBED BY THE STATE REGISTRAR OF 
VITAL STATISTICS. I f  the  place of occurrence of the  f e t a l  death i s  unknown. 
the fe ta l  death shall  be considered t o  have occurred in the  place where the  
f e t a l  remains were found. I f  the f e t a l  death occurred i n  a moving 
conveyance, the f e t a l  death shal l  be considered t o  have occurred i n  the place 
where the  f e t a l  remains were i n i t i a l l y  removed from the conveyance. 

B .  The funeral d i rector  or  person acting i n  we4 THAT capacity. or the 
person in charge of an i n s t i t u t i on  or kis THAT PERSON'S designated 
representative who f i r s t  assumes custody of a  dead fe tus  f o r  disposal 
purposes +b&l+e IS responsible for executing a n d  f i l i n g  the fe ta l  death 
c e r t i f i c a t e .  The requirements fo r  gathering the necessary information, 
preparing the  fe ta l  death ce r t i f i c a t e .  obtaining the required signatures. and  
f i l i n g  the c e r t i f i c a t e  with the  reg is t ra r  sRbFF-Be ARE the  same asprovided 
in section 36-327, subsection R ,  for  death ce r t i f i c a t e s .  

C .  If no funeral d i rector  i s  employed. or i f  delivery occurred outside 
a n  i n s t i t u t i o n .  the f e t a l  death c e r t i f i c a t e  shall  be prepared a n d  f i l e d  by 
one of the  following i n  the  indicated order of pr ior i ty :  
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1. The physician i n  attendance a t  or  a f t e r  delivery-. 
2. In the  absence of a physician any other person in medical 

attendance a t  or af ter  delivery, or i n  the  absence of +tiel+ THAT person, the  
mother, the father.  or any other re la t ive  or  family member who can supply the  
required information or the  person in charge of the  premises where delivery 
o c c u r r e d v .  

3.  In the  absence or i nab i l i t y  of s+& THAT person t o  ac t  any other 
person who witnessed the  delivery and can supply the  information. 

0. The medical ce r t i f i c a t i on  shall  be completed and signed within 
seventy-two hours by the  physician i n  attendance a t  or  immediately a f t e r  
del ivery,  except as may be provided by regulation i n  special  s i tua t ions  or  
where a county medical examiner's investigation i s  required. 

E. If delivery occurred without medical attendance or  under such 
circumstances as t o  require a county medical examiner's investigation under 
section 11-593, the medical examiner or a person performing the duties of 
county medical examiner shall  complete and sign the medical ce r t i f i ca t ion  i n  
suff ic ient  time t o  enable the c e r t i f i c a t e  t o  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  the  prescribed 
time period. except as may be provided by regulation f o r  special s i tuat ions .  

Sec. 4 .  Advisorv committee on e lectronic  death c e r t i f i c a t e s  
A. The advisory committee on e lectronic  death c e r t i f i c a t e s  i s  

established to  a s s i s t  the  department of health services  t o  develop a n d  
implement an electronic death c e r t i f i c a t e  system. 

B. The director of the  department of health services shal l  appoint the  
following persons t o  the  advisory committee: 

1. The director of the department of health services o r  the  d i rec tor ' s  
designee. 

2 .  The manager of the  of f ice  of v i t a l  records i n  the  department of 
health services. 

3. The chief of the  of f ice  of planning and health s t a t i s t i c s  i n  the  
department of health services.  

4 .  A representative of an urban county medical examiner's off ice .  
5. A representative of a rural county medical examiner's off ice .  
6. A representative of an urban hospital .  
7 .  A representative of a rural hospital .  
8. A representative of an urban county funeral establishment. 
9. A representative of  a rural county funeral establishment. 

10. An allopathic physician licensed pursuant t o  t i t l e  32, chapter 13. 
Arizona Revised Statutes.  

11. An osteopathic physician licensed pursuant t o  t i t l e  32. chapter 17. 
Arizona Revised Statutes.  

1 2 .  A local reg is t ra r  of an urban county. 
13. A local reg is t ra r  of a rural county. 

C .  Committee members a re  not e l i g i b l e  t o  receive compensation or  
reimbursement of expenses. 
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D. The director of the department of health services or the director's 
designee shall serve as the chairperson. The advisory committee shall meet 
a t  the call of the chairperson. 

E .  For purposes of th is  section an  urban county shall be one with a 
population of f ive hundred thousand or more persons. A rural county shall 
be one w i t h  a population of less t h a n  five hundred thousand persons. 
Population shall be as determined by the most recent United States decennial 
census. 

F.  The advisory committee shall submit a report of i t s  findings and  
recommendations to  the governor, the speaker of the house of representatives. 
the president of the senate. the secretary of state. the director of library. 
archives and  public records and  the director of the department of health 
services on or before July 31, 1997. 

Sec. 5. Delaved reoeal 
Section 4 of this  act i s  repealed from and after  July 31. 1997. 




