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Be i t  enac ted  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i zona :  
S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  9-471. Ar izona Revised S t a t u t e s .  i s  amended t o  

read:  
9-471. Annexat ion o f  t e r r i t o r v :  orocedures:  n o t i c e :  o e t i t i o n s ;  

access t o  i n f o r m a t i o n :  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
A. The f o l l o w i n g  procedures a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  ex tend  and i n c r e a s e  t h e  

c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  o f  a c i t y  o r  town by annexat ion:  
1. A c i t y  o r  town s h a l l  f i l e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  r e c o r d e r  o f  

t h e  county  i n  wh ich t h e  annexa t ion  i s  proposed a b l a n k  p e t i t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by 
pa ragraph  4 o f  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  a d e s c r i p t i o n  and an a c c u r a t e  
map o f  a l l  t h e  e x t e r i o r  boundar ies  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  c o n t i g u o u s  t o  t h e  c i t y  
o r  town proposed t o  be annexed. I f  s t a t e  l a n d  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  
w r i t t e n  approva l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d  commissioner and t h e  s e l e c t i o n  board  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by s e c t i o n  37-202 s h a l l  a l s o  be f i l e d .  

2. S igna tu res  on p e t i t i o n s  f i l e d  f o r  annexat ion s h a l l  n o t  be o b t a i n e d  
f o r  a w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  o f  t h i r t y  days a f t e r  f i l i n g  t h e  b l a n k  p e t i t i o n .  

3. A f t e r  f i l i n g  t h e  b l a n k  p e t i t i o n  pu rsuan t  t o  pa ragraph  1 o f  t h i s  
s u b s e c t i o n ,  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  body o f  t h e  c i t y  o r  town s h a l l  h o l d  a p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  t h i r t y  day w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  
proposa l .  The pub1 i c  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be h e l d  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
o f  t i t l e  38.  c h a p t e r  3. a r t i c l e  3.1. excep t  t h a t .  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s e c t i o n  38-431.02. subsect ions C and D, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t i c e s  
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o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t o  d i scuss  t h e  annexa t ion  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  be g i v e n  a t  
l e a s t  s i x  days b e f o r e  t h e  h e a r i n g :  

( a )  P u b l i c a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  once i n  a  newspaper o f  genera l  c i r c u l a t i o n .  
wh ich  i s  p u b l i s h e d  o r  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  o r  town and t h e  t e r r i t o r y  
proposed t o  be annexed, a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  days b e f o r e  t h e  end o f  t h e  w a i t i n g  
p e r i o d .  

( b )  P o s t i n g  i n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  conspicuous p u b l i c  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  proposed t o  be annexed. 

( c )  N o t i c e  by  f i r s t  c l a s s  m a i l  s e n t  t o  t h e  cha i rman  o f  t h e  board o f  
s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  t h e  coun ty  i n  wh ich t h e  t e r r i t o r y  proposed t o  be annexed i s  
l o c a t e d .  

(d )  N o t i c e  by  f i r s t  c l a s s  ma i l  w i t h  an a c c u r a t e  map o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  
proposed t o  be annexed sen t  t o  each owner o f  t h e  r e a l  and pe rsona l  p r o p e r t y  
as shown on t h e  l i s t  f u r n i s h e d  pu rsuan t  t o  subsec t ion  G o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  
would be s u b j e c t  t o  t a x a t i o n  by t h e  c i t y  o r  town i n  t h e  even t  o f  annexa t ion  
i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  proposed t o  be annexed. 

4.  W i t h i n  one y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  day o f  t h e  t h i r t y  day w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  
a  p e t i t i o n  i n  w r i t i n g  s i g n e d  by t h e  owners o f  o n e - h a l f  o r  more i n  v a l u e  o f  
t h e  r e a l  and personal  p r o p e r t y  and more t h a n  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  persons owning 
r e a l  and personal  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  would  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t a x a t i o n  by t h e  c i t y  o r  
town i n  t h e  event o f  annexa t ion .  as shown by t h e  l a s t  assessment o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t y .  may be c i r c u l a t e d  and f i l e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  coun ty  r e c o r d e r .  

5. No a l t e r a t i o n s  i n c r e a s i n g  o r  r e d u c i n g  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  sought  t o  be 
annexed s h a l l  be made a f t e r  a  p e t i t i o n  has been s i g n e d  by a  p r o p e r t y  owner. 

6. THE PETITIONER SHALL DETERMINE AND SUBMIT A SWORN AFFIDAVIT 
VERIFYING THAT NO PART OF THE TERRITORY FOR WHICH THE FILING I S  MADE I S  
ALREADY SUBJECT TO AN EARLIER FILING FOR ANNEXATION. The c o u n t y  r e c o r d e r  
s h a l l  n o t  accept  a  f i l i n g  f o r  a n n e x a t i o n  

WITHOUT THE SWORN AFFIDAVIT. 
B. A l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  f i l i n g s ,  t h e  n o t i c e s .  t h e  

p e t i t i o n .  t a x  and p r o p e r t y  r o l l s  and o t h e r  m a t t e r s  r e g a r d i n g  a  proposed o r  
f i n a l  annexa t ion  s h a l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c i a l  f o r  
p u b l i c  i n s p e c t i o n  d u r i n g  r e g u l a r  o f f i c e  hours.  

C. Any c i t y  o r  town, t h e  a t t o r n e y  genera l ,  t h e  coun ty  a t t o r n e y ,  o r  any 
o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y  may upon v e r i f i e d  p e t i t i o n  move t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  annexa t ion  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
s u b s e c t i o n  A o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  The p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  manner i n  
which i t  i s  a l l e g e d  t h e  annexa t ion  p r o c e d u r e  was n o t  i n  comp l iance  w i t h  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  subsect ion A  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  and s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  
days a f t e r  adop t ion  o f  t h e  o rd inance  annexing t h e  t e r r i t o r y  by t h e  govern ing 
body o f  t h e  c i t y  o r  town and n o t  o t h e r w i s e .  The bu rden  o f  p r o o f  s h a l l  be 
upon t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  t o  p r o v e  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  h i s  v e r i f i e d  
p e t i t i o n .  No a c t i o n  s h a l l  be b r o u g h t  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  an 
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annexa t ion  ord inance u n l e s s  b r o u g h t  w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  and f o r  t h e  reasons 
p rov ided  i n  t h i s  subsect ion.  A l l  h e a r i n g s  p r o v i d e d  by t h i s  s e c t i o n  and a l l  
appeals t h e r e f r o m  s h a l l  be p r e f e r r e d  and heard  and determined i n  p re fe rence  
t o  a l l  o t h e r  c i v i l  ma t te rs ,  except  e l e c t i o n  a c t i o n s .  I n  t h e  event  more than 
one p e t i t i o n  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  an annexa t ion  o rd inance  i s  f i l e d .  
a l l  such p e t i t i o n s  s h a l l  be c o n s o l i d a t e d  f o r  h e a r i n g .  I f  two o r  more c i t i e s  
o r  towns show t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  t h e y  have demonst ra ted an  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  
annex ing any o r  a l l  o f  t h e  area proposed f o r  annexat ion,  t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  
c o n s i d e r  any o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  agreements o r  unders tand ings  between o r  among 
t h e  c i t i e s  and towns i n  making i t s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  pursuant  t o  t h i s  subsect ion.  

D. The annexat ion s h a l l  become f i n a l  a f t e r  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h i r t y  
days f r o m  t h e  adop t ion  o f  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  annex ing t h e  t e r r i t o r y  by t h e  c i t y  
o r  town govern ing  body, p r o v i d e d  t h e  annexa t ion  o rd inance  has been f i n a l l y  
adopted i n  accordance w i t h  procedures e s t a b l i s h e d  by s t a t u t e ,  c h a r t e r  
p r o v i s i o n s .  o r  l o c a l  ord inances.  whichever  i s  a p p l i c a b l e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  c o u r t  t o  de te rm ine  t h e  v a l i d i t y  t h e r e o f  i f  p e t i t i o n s  i n  
o b j e c t i o n  have been f i l e d .  

E. For t h e  purpose o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  percentage 
o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  p r o p e r t y  under t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  such va lues  o f  p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  
be de te rm ined  as f o l l o w s :  

1. I n  t h e  case o f  p r o p e r t y  assessed by t h e  county  assessor,  va lues 
s h a l l  be t h e  same as shown by t h e  l a s t  assessment o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

2 .  I n  t h e  case o f  p r o p e r t y  va lued by t h e  department o f  revenue, va lues 
s h a l l  be appra ised  by t h e  depar tment  i n  t h e  manner p r o v i d e d  by l a w  f o r  
m u n i c i p a l  assessment purposes. 

F. For t h e  purpose o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  percentage 
o f  persons owning p r o p e r t y  under t h i s  s e c t i o n .  t h e  number o f  persons owning 
p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  be determined as f o l l o w s :  

1. I n  t h e  case o f  p r o p e r t y  assessed by t h e  county  assessor, t h e  number 
o f  persons owning p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  be  as shown on t h e  l a s t  assessment o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t y .  

2 .  I n  t h e  case o f  p r o p e r t y  va lued  by t h e  department o f  revenue. t h e  
number o f  persons owning p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  be as shown on t h e  l a s t  v a l u a t i o n  o f  
t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

3. I f  an u n d i v i d e d  p a r c e l  o f  p r o p e r t y  i s  owned by m u l t i p l e  owners. 
such owners s h a l l  be deemed as one owner f o r  t h e  purposes o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

4. I f  a person owns m u l t i p l e  p a r c e l s  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  such owner s h a l l  be 
deemed as one owner f o r  t h e  purposes o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

G. The county assessor and t h e  depar tment  o f  revenue, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
s h a l l  f u r n i s h  t o  t h e  c i t y  o r  town p ropos ing  an annexat ion w i t h i n  t h i r t y  days 
a f t e r  a  reques t  t h e r e f o r  a  s ta tement  i n  w r i t i n g  showing t h e  owner, t h e  
address of each owner and t h e  a p p r a i s a l  and assessment o f  a l l  such p roper ty .  

H. T e r r i t o r y  i s  n o t  con t iguous  f o r  t h e  purposes o f  subsec t ion  A. 
paragraph 1 o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  un less :  
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1. It ad jo ins  the  e x t e r i o r  boundary o f  t h e  annexing c i t y  o r  town f o r  
a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  hundred fee t .  

2 .  I t  i s .  a t  a l l  po in ts .  a t  l e a s t  two hundred f e e t  i n  width, exc lus ive  
o f  highways. 

3. The d is tance from t h e  e x i s t i n g  boundary o f  t h e  annexing c i t y  o r  
town where i t  ad jo ins  t h e  annexed t e r r i t o r y  t o  the  f u r t h e s t  p o i n t  of t h e  
annexed t e r r i t o r y  from such boundary i s  no more than tw ice  t h e  w id th  o f  t h e  
annexed t e r r i t o r y .  

I. A c i t y  o r  town s h a l l  no t  annex t e r r i t o r y  i f  as a  r e s u l t  of such 
annexation unincorporated t e r r i t o r y  i s  completely surrounded by the  annexing 
c i t y  o r  town. 

J. Notwithstanding any prov is ions o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  t o  t h e  cont rary .  any 
town incorpora ted  p r i o r  t o  1950 which had a  popu la t ion  o f  l ess  than two 
thousand persons by the  1970 census and which i s  bordered on a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
s ides by I n d i a n  lands may annex by ordinance t e r r i t o r y  owned by t h e  s t a t e  
w i t h i n  t h e  same county f o r  a  new towns i te  which i s  no t  contiguous t o  the  
e x i s t i n g  boundaries o f  t h e  town. 

K. The p rov i s ions  o f  subsections H and I o f  t h i s  sec t i on  s h a l l  no t  
apply t o  t e r r i t o r y  which i s  surrounded by the  same c i t y  o r  town o r  which i s  
bordered by t h e  same c i t y  o r  town on a t  l e a s t  th ree  sides. 

L. A c i t y  o r  town annexing an area sha l l  adopt zoning c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  
which permi t  dens i t i es  and uses no greater  than those permi t ted by t h e  county 
immediately before annexation. Subsequent changes i n  zoning o f  t h e  annexed 
t e r r i t o r y  s h a l l  be made according t o  e x i s t i n g  procedures es tab l ished by the  
c i t y  o r  town f o r  the  rezoning o f  land. 

M. The annexation o f  t e r r i t o r y  w i t h i n  s i x  mi les o f  t e r r i t o r y  inc luded 
i n  a pending i nco rpo ra t i on  p e t i t i o n  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  county recorder pursuant 
t o  sec t ion  9-101.01.  subsection C sha l l  no t  cause an urbanized area t o  e x i s t  
pursuant t o  s e c t i o n  9-101.01  which d i d  no t  e x i s t  p r i o r  t o  the  annexat ion. 

N. Notwi thstanding any o the r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  sec t ion ,  a  county 
r igh t -o f -way w i t h  no taxable rea l  proper ty  may be annexed t o  an adjacent c i t y  
o r  town by mutual consent o f  the  governing bodies o f  t h e  county and c i t y  o r  
town i f  the  proper ty  annexed i s  adjacent t o  the  annexing c i t y  o r  town f o r  the  
e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  the annexation and i f  the  c i t y  o r  town and county each 
approve t h e  proposed annexation as a  publ ished agenda i t em a t  a  regu la r  
pub1 i c  meeting o f  t h e i r  governing bodies. 

E D  BY T H E  GOVERNOR MARCH 2 5 ,  1 9 9 6  


