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HOUSE BILL 2053 

AN ACT 

AMENDING SECTION 13-3623. ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES: RELATING TO ABUSE OF 
VULNERABLE ADULTS. 

Be i t  enacted by  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  of t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i zona :  
S e c t i o n  I. S e c t i o n  13-3623. Ar izona Rev ised S t a t u t e s .  i s  amended t o  

read:  
13-3623. C h i l d  o r  v u l n e r a b l e  a d u l t  abuse: emot iona l  abuse; 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  exceo t ion :  d e f i n i t i o n s  
A. I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  un less  t h e  c o n t e x t  o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s :  
1. "Abuse". when used i n  reference t o  a  c h i l d ,  means abuse as d e f i n e d  

i n  s e c t i o n  8-546 .  F except f o r  those  a c t s  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  wh ich  
a r e  d e c l a r e d  u n l a w f u l  by another  s t a t u t e  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  and, when used i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  v u l n e r a b l e  a d u l t .  means: 

( a )  I n t e n t i o n a l  i n f l i c t i o n  of p h y s i c a l  harm. 
( b )  I n j u r y  caused by c r i m i n a l l y  n e g l i g e n t  a c t s  o r  omiss ions.  
t c )  Un lawfu l  impr isonment .  as d e s c r i b e d  i n  s e c t i o n  13-1303. 
( d l  Sexual  abuse o r  sexual  a s s a u l t .  
2. " C h i l d " .  "youth"  o r  ' j u v e n i l e "  means an i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  under  

e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  o f  age. 
3. 'EMOTIONAL ABUSE- M E A N S  A PATTERN OF RIDICULING OR DEMEANING THE 

VULNERABLE ADULT WHO I S  A P A T I E N T  OR RESIDENT I N  ANY SETTING I N  WHICH HEALTH 
CARE.  HEALTH-RELATED S E R V I C E S  O R  ASSISTANCE WITH ONE OR MORE OF THE 
ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVINL I S  PROVIDED. MAKING DEROGATORY REMARKS TO THE 
VULNERABLE ADULT. VERBALLY HARASSING THE VULNERABLE ADULT OR THREATENING TO 
INFLICT PHYSICAL OR EMOTIONAL HARM ON THE VULNERABLE ADULT. 

4 .  " P h y s i c a l  i n j u r y "  means t h e  impa i rmen t  o f  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  
and i n c l u d e s  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  be l i m i t e d  t o  any s k i n  b r u i s i n g ,  p ressure  s o r e s .  
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bleeding ,  f a i l u r e  t o  t h r i v e .  malnut r i t ion ,  dehydrat ion,  burns. f r a c t u r e  of 
any bone, subdural hematoma, s o f t  t i s s u e  swel l ing .  i n j u r y  t o  any i n t e r n a l  
organ o r  any physical  condition which imper i l s  hea l th  o r  wel fare .  

4r 5. "Serious physical injury" means physical i n j u r y  which c r e a t e s  
a reasonable r i s k  of dea th ,  o r  which causes s e r i o u s  o r  permanent 
d is f igurement .  o r  ser ious  impairment of hea l th  o r  l o s s  o r  p ro t r ac t ed  
impairment of t h e  funct ion of any bodily organ or limb. 

S 6. "Vulnerable adul t"  means an individual  who i s  eighteen yea r s  
of age or  older  and who i s  unable t o  p ro tec t  himself from abuse, neglect  o r  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  by o t h e r s  because of a mental o r  physical impairment. 

B .  Under circumstances l i k e l y  t o  produce death o r  s e r ious  physical  
i n j u r y ,  any person who causes a  ch i ld  or  vulnerable a d u l t  t o  s u f f e r  physical 
i n ju ry  o r ,  having t h e  care or  custody of such ch i ld  or  vulnerable adu l t .  WHO 
causes or permits t h e  person or heal th of such ch i ld  or  vulnerable adu l t  t o  
be in ju red  o r  WHO causes or permits such ch i ld  o r  vulnerable  adu l t  t o  be 
placed i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  where i t s  person o r  hea l th  i s  endangered i s  g u i l t y  of 
an o f fense  a s  fol lows:  

1. I f  done in t en t iona l ly  or  knowingly, the offense i s  a c l a s s  2 felony 
and i f  t h e  victim i s  under f i f t e e n  years of age i t  i s  punishable pursuant t o  
s e c t i o n  1 3 - 6 0 4 . 0 1 .  

2. I f  done r eck le s s ly .  the  of fense  i s  a  c l a s s  3 f e lony .  
3. I f  done with criminal negligence. t h e  offense i s  a  c l a s s  4 fe lony.  
C. Under circumstances other  than those  l i k e l y  t o  produce death o r  

s e r ious  physical i n ju ry  t o  a chi ld or  vulnerable adu l t .  any person who causes 
a  ch i ld  or  vulnerable adult  t o  su f fe r  physical i n ju ry  o r  abuse or,  having t h e  
ca re  o r  custody of such chi ld or vulnerable adu l t .  WHO causes or  permits t h e  
person or  hea l th  of such chi ld  or  vulnerable a d u l t  t o  be in jured  o r  WHO 
causes or  permits such chi ld or vulnerable adu l t  t o  be placed i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  
where i t s  person o r  health i s  endangered i s  g u i l t y  of an of fense  as follows: 

1. I f  done in t en t iona l ly  or  knowingly. t h e  o f fense  i s  a c l a s s  4 
fe lony.  

2 .  I f  done r eck le s s ly .  the of fense  i s  a  c l a s s  5 fe lony.  
3. If  done w i t h  criminal negligence. t h e  offense i s  a  c l a s s  6 fe lony.  
D. A PERSON WHO I N i i N T i O N A L L Y  OR KNOWINGLY ENGAGES I N  EMOTIONAL  ABUSE 

O F  A VULNERABLE A D U L T  WFC I S  A R E S I D E N T  I N  ANY S E T T I N G  I N  WHICH H E A L T H  C A R E .  
H E A L T H - R E L A T E D  S E R V I C E S  OR A S S I S T A N C E  W I T H  ONE OR MORE O F  T H E  A C T I V I T I E S  OF 
D A I L Y  L I V I N G  I S  P R O V I D E D  6 2 .  H A V I N G  THE CARE OR CUSTODY O F  SUCH V U L N E R A B L E  
A D U L T .  WHO I N T E N 7 I O N A L L Y  OR KNOWINGLY S U B J E C T S  OR P E R M I T S  T H E  V U L N E R A B L E  
A D U L T  TO B E  S U B J E C T E D  TD E n Z i I O N A L  ABUSE I S  G U I L T Y  O F  A C L A S S  6  F E L O N Y .  

Br E .  T h i s  sec t jon  coes not apply t o  a  hea l th  care  provider as defined 
i n  s e c t i o n  3 6 - 3 2 0 1  wno perm:ts a pa t i en t  t o  d i e  or  M T H E  P A T I E N T ' S  
condit ion t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  by not providing heal th care i f  t h a t  pa t i en t  re fuses  
t h a t  care  d i r e c t l y  or  i nd i r ec t ly  through a  hea l th  c a r e  d i r e c t i v e  as def ined  
i n  sec t ion  36-3201. through a  sur rogate  pursuant t o  sec t ion  3 6 - 3 2 3 1  o r  



1 through a court appointed guardian as provided for  in t i t l e  1 4 ,  chapter 5. 
2 a r t i c l e  3 .  
3 F .  This section does not apply t o  a vulnerable adult who i s  being 
4 furnished spir i tual  treatment through prayer alone and who would not 
5 otherwise be considered t o  be abused, neglected or endangered i f  medical 
6 treatment were being furnished. 




