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CHAPTER 362

HOUSE BILL 2226

AN ACT

AMENDING SECTIONS 22-503, 22-507, 22-513 AND 22-520, ARIZONA REVISED
STATUTES: AMENDING TITLE 22, CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE 2, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES,
BY ADDING SECTION 22-524; RELATING TO SMALL CLAIMS COURT PROCEDURE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 22-503, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

22-503. Jurisdiction: exceptions

A. The small claims division has concurrent original jurisdiction with
the Jjustice court in all civil actions in which the debt, damage, tort,
injury or value of the personal property claims either by the plaintiff or
defendant does not exceed emre TWO thousand five hundred doliars, exclusive
of interest and costs, and in actions in which a party seeks to disaffirm,
avoid or rescind a contract, or seeks equitable relief, and the amount at
issue does not exceed ere TWO thousand five hundred dollars.

B. The small claims division does not have jurisdiction over the
following: '

1. Those matters excluded from justice court jurisdiction as provided
in section 22-201.

2. Actions involving claims of defamation by 1ibel or slander.

3. Actions in forcible entry, forcible detainer or uniawful detainer.
4, Actions for specific performance.

5. Actions brought or defended on behalf of a class.

6. Actions requesting or involving prejudgment remedies.

7. Actions involving injunctive relief.

8. Traffic violations and other criminal matters.
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39+~ 5. Actions against this state, its political subdivisions or an
officer or employee of the state or its political subdivisions in his
official capacity.

Sec. 2. Seciion 22-507, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

22-507. Llerk of the small claims division

A. A designated clerk of each Justice court shall provide such
assistance as may be requested by any person regarding the jurisdiction,
venue, pleadings or procedures of the small claims division. However, these
clerks shall not engage in the practice of law.

B. A designated clerk of each justice court shall inform the parties
to a small claims proceeding of their rights, including that the parties do
not have the right to appeal a decision rendered by a judge or hearing
officer of the small claims division.

C. The clerk shall, upon request, provide all necessary forms to the
parties.

D. THE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE MAY DESIGNATE A CLERK OF THE SMALL CLAIMS
DIVISION OF THE JUSTICE COURT TO CONDUCT DEBTOR EXAMINATIONS PURSUANT TO
SECTION 22-524,

Sec. 3. Section 22-513, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

22-513. Method of service

A. In addition to any other available methods of service, the
plaintiff may serve the summons and complaint by registered or certified
mait. Service is deemed complete wpor—the—fiine—eof-the—returrrreceipt—Ssigned

by—the—defendant—with—the—elerk ON THE DATE OF DELIVERY OF THE REGISTERED OR
CERTIFIED MAIL TO THE DEFENDANT AS INDICATED ON THE RETURN RECEIPT THAT IS

RECEIVED AND FILED WITH THE COURT EITHER IN PERSON OR BY FIRST CLASS MAIL.
IF THE DATE OF DELIVERY WAS NOT ENTERED BY THE POSTAL CARRIER OR IS
ILLEGIBLE, SERVICE IS DEEMED COMPLETE ON THE DATE THE RETURN RECEIPT IS
RECEIVED AND FILED WITH THE COURT. EITHER IN PERSON OR BY FIRST CLASS MAIL.
THE CLERK OF THE SMALL CLAIMS DIVISION OF THE JUSTICE COURT MAY MAKE SERVICE
BY CERTIFIED RESTRICTED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED.

B. If the defendant cannot be served by registered or certified mail,
personal service BY A PROCESS SERVER OR AN AUTHORIZED OFFICER OR BY ANY OTHER
MEANS PURSUANT 70 COURT RULE may be used. IF PERSONAL SERVICE IS USED AN
AFFIDAVIT QF SERVICE SHALL BE FILED WITH THE COURT.

C. IF PERSONAL SERVICE IS USED, SERVICE IS DEEMED COMPLETE ON THE DATE
OF DELIVERY THAT IS INDICATED ON THE CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE.

D. AT THE TIME A COMPLAINT IS FILED, THE CLERK SHALL NOTIFY TRE
PLAINTIFF THAT IF THE PLAINTIFF SERVES THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT BY
REGISTERED OR CERTIFIED MAIL UNDER SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION THE PLAIRNTIFF
MAY FILE THE REGISTERED OR CERTIFIED MAIL RETURN RECEIPT WITH THE COURT
EITHER IN PERSON OR BY FIRST CLASS MAIL.
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Sec. 4. Section 22-520, Arizona Revised Statutes, i3 amended to read:

22-520. Recording_judgment |

A. The Jjudgment by the Jjustice of the peace or hearing officer in
small claims jissues shall be rendered no later than ten days from the close
of the trial. ;

B. A1l judgments shall be in writing and the court shall mail copies
to all parties. '

€. The judgment shall clearly state the determination of the rights
of the parties.

D. THE JUDGMENT IS DUE AND PAYABLE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE JUDGMENT IS
RENDERED BY THE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE OR A HEARING OFFICER IN SMALL CLAIMS
COURT. Collection of the judgment by the prevailing party may follow the
procedures as provided in sections 22-243 through 22-246.

Sec, 5. Title 22, chapter 5, article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding section 22-524, to read:

22-524. Debtor's examination

A. AT THE TIME OF JUDGMENT AND ON REQUEST OF THE PREVAILING PARTY OR
ON THE JUDGE’S OWN INITIATIVE, THE JUDGE SHALL ORDER THE JUDGMENT DEBTOR TO
PARTICIPATE IN A DEBTOR'S EXAMINATION HEARING. THE CGURT MAY HOLD THE
HEARING IMMEDIATELY AFTER JUDGMENT OR MAY SET A DATE FOR THE HEARING WITHIN
TEK DAYS AFTER JUDGMENT. .

B. THE JUDGE, A HEARING OFFICER, A COURT EMPLOYEE DESIGNATED BY THE
JUDGE OR A PERSON AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO ADMINISTER O0ATHS MAY CONDUCT THE
DEBTOR'S EXAMINATION. AT THE HEARING, THE JUDGMENT DEBTOR SHALL PROVIDE THE
COURT WITH INFORMATION ON THE DEBTOR*S ASSETS AND LIABILITIES,. THIS
INFORMATION SHALL INCLUDE MONEY, PROPERTY, CORPORATE SHARES AND INTEREST,
LOANS AND SUPPORT PAYMENTS. THE COURT OR JUDGMENT CREDITOR MAY REQUIRE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

APPRO BY THE GOVERNOR MAY 1, 1996

FILED IN THE O CE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE MAY 2, 1996






