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HOUSE BILL 2226 

AN ACT 

AMENDING SECTIONS 22-503. 22-507. 22-513 AND 22-520, ARIZONA REVISED 
STATUTES: AMENDING TITLE 22, CHAPTER 5. ARTICLE 2. ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES. 
BY ADDING SECTION 22-524: RELATING TO SMALL CLAIMS COURT PROCEDURE. 

Be i t  enacted by  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i zona :  
S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  22-503. A r i z o n a  Revised S t a t u t e s .  i s  amended t o  

read: 
22-503. J u r i s d i c t i o n :  e x c e ~ t i o n s  
A. The smal l  c la ims  d i v i s i o n  has concur ren t  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  j u s t i c e  c o u r t  i n  a l l  c i v i l  a c t i o n s  i n  wh ich t h e  d e b t .  damage, t o r t .  
i n j u r y  o r  v a l u e  o f  t h e  pe rsona l  p r o p e r t y  c l a i m s  e i t h e r  by  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  o r  
defendant  does n o t  exceed ~FF? TWO thousand f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s .  e x c l u s i v e  
of i n t e r e s t  and c o s t s ,  and i n  a c t i o n s  i n  which a p a r t y  seeks t o  d i s a f f i r m .  
a v o i d  o r  r e s c i n d  a c o n t r a c t .  o r  seeks e q u i t a b l e  r e l i e f ,  and t h e  amount a t  
i s s u e  does n o t  exceed efte TWO thousand f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s .  

B. The sma l l  c l a i m s  d i v i s i o n  does n o t  have j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :  

1. Those m a t t e r s  exc luded from j u s t i c e  c o u r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  as p r o v i d e d  
i n  s e c t i o n  22-201. 

2. A c t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  c l a i m s  o f  de famat ion  by  l i b e l  o r  s l a n d e r .  
3. Ac t ions  i n  f o r c i b l e  e n t r y .  f o r c i b l e  d e t a i n e r  o r  u n l a w f u l  d e t a i n e r .  
4. A c t i o n s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  performance. 
5. A c t i o n s  b rough t  o r  defended on b e h a l f  o f  a c l a s s .  
6. A c t i o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  o r  i n v o l v i n g  prejudgment remedies. 
7.  A c t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  i n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f .  
8. T r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s  and o t h e r  c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s .  
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9. Ac t ions  a g a i n s t  t h i s  s t a t e ,  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  o r  an 
o f f i c e r  o r  employee o f  t h e  s t a t e  o r  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  i n  h i s  
o f f i  c i  a1 c a p a c i t y .  

Sec. 2. Sec t ion  22-507. A r i z o n a  Revised S t a t u t e s .  i s  amended t o  read: 
22-507. C l e r k  o f  t h e  sma l l  c l a i m s  d i v i s i o n  
A. A  des ignated c l e r k  o f  each j u s t i c e  c o u r t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  such 

a s s i s t a n c e  as may be requested by any person r e g a r d i n g  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
venue. p lead ings o r  procedures o f  t h e  sma l l  c la ims  d i v i s i o n .  However, these 
c l e r k s  s h a l l  n o t  engage i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law.  

B. A des ignated c l e r k  o f  each j u s t i c e  c o u r t  s h a l l  i n f o r m  t h e  p a r t i e s  
t o  a  smal l  c la ims proceeding o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i e s  do 
n o t  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  appeal a  d e c i s i o n  rendered by a  j u d g e  o r  h e a r i n g  
o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  smal l  c la ims  d i v i s i o n .  

C. The c l e r k  s h a l l ,  upon r e q u e s t .  p r o v i d e  a l l  necessary  forms t o  t h e  
p a r t i e s .  

D. THE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE MAY DESIGNATE A  CLERK OF THE SMALL CLAIMS 
DIVISION OF THE JUSTICE COURT TO CONDUCT DEBTOR EXAMINATIONS PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 22-524. 

Sec. 3. Sec t ion  22-513. A r i z o n a  Revised S t a t u t e s ,  i s  amended t o  read: 
22-513. Method o f  s e r v i c e  
A. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  any o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  methods o f  s e r v i c e .  t h e  

p l a i n t i f f  may se rve  t h e  summons and c o m p l a i n t  by  r e g i s t e r e d  o r  c e r t i f i e d  . . 
m a i l .  S e r v i c e  i s  deemed complete - 

ON THE DATE OF DELIVERY OF THE REGISTERED OR 
CERTIFIED MAIL TO THE DEFENDANT AS INDICATED ON THE RETURN RECEIPT THAT I S  
RECEIVED AND FILEO WITH THE COURT EITHER I N  PERSON OR BY FIRST CLASS MAIL. 
I F  THE DATE OF DELIVERY WAS NOT ENTERED BY THE POSTAL CARRIER OR I S  
ILLEGIBLE. S E R V I C E  I S  DEEMED COMPLETE O N  THE DATE THE RETURN RECEIPT I S  
RECEIVED AND FILED WITH THE COURT. EITHER I N  PERSON OR BY FIRST CLASS MAIL. 
THE CLERK OF THE SMALL CLAIMS DIVISION OF THE JUSTICE COURT MAY MAKE SERVICE 
BY CERTIFIED RESTRICTED MAIL. RETURN RECEIPT REOUESTED. 

B. I f  the  defendant cannot be served by r e g i s t e r e ' d  o r  c e r t i f i e d  m a i l .  
pe rsona l  s e r v i c e  BY A PROCESS SERVER OR AN AUTHORIZED OFFICER OR BY ANY OTHER 
MEANS PURSUANT TO COURT RULE may be used. I F  PERSONAL SERVICE I S  USED, AN 
AFFIDAVIT OF S E R V I C E  SHALL BE FILED WITH THE COURT. 

C. I F  PERSONAL S E R V I C E  I S  USED. S E R V I C E  I S  DEEMED COMPLETE ON THE DATE 
OF DELIVERY THAT I S  INDICATED ON THE CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE. 

0. AT THE TIUE A COUPLAINT I S  FILEO. THE CLERK SHALL NOTIFY THE 
PLAINTIFF THAT I F  T t i i  P:AINTI:F SERVES THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT BY 
REGISTERED OR C E R T I F I E D  U A I L  UNDER SUBSECTION A  OF THIS SECTION THE PLAINTIFF 
MAY FILE THE R E G I S T E R E D  OR CERTIFIED MAIL RETURN RECEIPT WITH THE COURT 
EITHER I N  PERSON OR BY FIRST CLASS MAIL. 
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Sec. 4. S e c t i o n  22-520, A r i zona  Revised S t a t u t e s .  i s  amended t o  read: 
22-520. Record ina ludqment  
A. The judgment by t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  peace o r  h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r  i n  

sma l l  c l a i m s  i s s u e s  s h a l l  be rendered  no l a t e r  t h a n  t e n  days f rom t h e  c l o s e  
o f  t h e  t r i a l .  

B. A l l  judgments s h a l l  be i n  w r i t i n g  and t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  m a i l  cop ies  
t o  a l l  p a r t i e s .  

C. The judgment s h a l l  c l e a r l y  s t a t e  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  
o f  t h e  p a r t i e s .  

D. THE JUDGMENT I S  DUE AND PAYABLE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE JUDGMENT I S  
RENDERED BY THE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE OR A HEARING OFFICER I N  SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT. C o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  judgment by  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  p a r t y  may f o l l o w  t h e  
p rocedures  as p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c t i o n s  22-243 t h r o u g h  22-246. 

Sec. 5. T i t l e  22, c h a p t e r  5, a r t i c l e  2. A r i zona  Revised S t a t u t e s .  i s  
amended by  add ing  s e c t i o n  22-524. t o  read:  

22-524. D e b t o r ' s  e x a m i n a t i o n  
A. AT THE TIME OF JUDGMENT AND ON REQUEST OF THE PREVAILING PARTY OR 

ON THE JUDGE'S OWN INITIATIVE. THE JUDGE SHALL ORDER THE JUDGMENT DEBTOR TO 
PARTICIPATE I N  A DEBTOR'S EXAMINATION HEARING. THE COURT MAY HOLD THE 
HEARING IMMEDIATELY AFTER JUDGMENT OR MAY SET A DATE FOR THE HEARING WITHIN 
TEN DAYS AFTER JUDGMENT. 

B. THE JUDGE, A HEARING OFFICER. A COURT EMPLOYEE DESIGNATED BY THE 
JUDGE OR A PERSON AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO ADMINISTER OATHS MAY CONDUCT THE 
DEBTOR'S EXAMINATION. AT THE HEARING. THE JUDGMENT DEBTOR SHALL PROVIDE THE 
COURT WITH INFORMATION O N  THE DEBTOR'S ASSETS AND L IABILITIES.  THIS 
INFORMATION SHALL INCLUDE MONEY. PROPERTY. CORPORATE SHARES AND INTEREST. 
LOANS AND SUPPORT PAYMENTS. THE COURT OR JUDGMENT CREDITOR MAY REQUIRE 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 




