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HOUSE BILL 2197 

A N  ACT 

AMENDING SECTION 28-1004, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; RELATING TO VEHICLE SIZE. 
WEIGHT AND LOAD. 

Be i t  enacted by t h e  Leg i s l a tu re  of t h e  S t a t e  of Arizona: 
Sect ion 1. Sect ion  28-1004. Arizona Revised S t a t u t e s ,  i s  amended t o  

read: 
28-1004. Heiaht and l e n s t h  of vehic les  and loads :  exceotions:  

d e f i n i t i o n  
A. A v e h i c l e  unladen o r  w i t h  a load s h a l l  not exceed a height of 

t h i r t e e n  f e e t  s i x  inches above t h e  level su r face  upon w h i c h  such vehicle  
s tands  without a permit  i s sued  under t h e  provis ions  of s ec t ion  28-1011 o r  
t h i s  sec t ion .  The department w i t h  respect t o  highways under i t s  ju r i sd i c t ion  
and local  a u t h o r i t i e s  with respec t  t o  highways under t he i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  sha l l  
a l so  designate a  system of highways t h a t  a  vehicle  unladen o r  with a  load not 
exceeding fourteen f e e t  above t h e  level su r face  upon which a  vehic le  s tands  
may operate  without a  permit prescribed in subsection B of t h i s  sect ion.  In 
designat ing such s t r e e t s  t h e  loca l  au thor i ty  s h a l l  consider  any reasonable 
r e s t r i c t i o n  inc luding  such s a f e t y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  as s t r u c t u r a l  hazards. s t r e e t  
width, and any o the r  s a f e t y  f a c t o r s  i d e n t i f i e d  by the loca l  au thor i ty  which 
may be deemed a hazard t o  t h e  motoring public .  

B. Notwithstanding t h e  provisions of s ec t ion  28-1011. t h e  department 
with respec t  t o  highways under i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and loca l  a u t h o r i t i e s  with 
respect  t o  highways under t h e i r  j u r i sd i c t ion  may, upon appl ica t ion  in wri t ing 
a n d  good cause being shown, i s sue  a special permit i n  wr i t i ng ,  val id f o r  one 



year .  authorizing the applicant t o  operate or move a motor vehicle or 
combination of vehicles upon designated routes in t h i s  s t a t e ,  the  laden 
height of which does not exceed fourteen fee t .  A fee  of fo r ty - f i ve  dol lars  
sha l l  be assessed for  each motor vehicle covered by a permit issued in 
accordance with the provisions of th is  subsection. Except as expressly 
provided in t h i s  subsection, one year excess-height special  permits are 
governed by the  provisions of section 28-1011. 

C.  Notwithstanding the  provisions of section 28-1011. the department 
with respect t o  highways under i t s  jur isdic t ion and local au thor i t i es  with 
respect t o  highways under t h e i r  jur isdic t ion may. upon application and good 
cause being shown. issue a permit pursuant t o  t h i s  chapter. authorizing the 
applicant t o  operate or move a motor vehicle upon designated routes in t h i s  
s t a t e .  the laden height of which exceeds fourteen f ee t .  A fee of f i f t e en  
dollars shall be assessed for  each motor vehicle covered by a permit issued 
in  accordance w i t h  the provisions of t h i s  subsection. Except as expressly 
provided in t h i s  subsection. s ing le - t r ip  special permits a re  governed by the 
provisions of section 28-1011. 

D. A vehicle, including any load on such vehicle, sha l l  not exceed a 
length of forty f ee t  extreme overall dimension, inclusive of f ron t  and rear 
bumpers. This subsection does n o t  apply t o  any of the following: 

1. A semitra i ler  when used i n  combination with a truck t r a c t o r .  
2. A truck which i s  equipped with a conveyor bed. which i s  used solely 

as a f iber  and forage module mover and  which does no t  exceed for ty-eight  f ee t  
in  l e n g t h .  

3. An a r t i cu la ted  bus or ar t icula ted t ro l ley  coach which does not 
exceed a length of s ixty  f ee t .  

4 .  A bus tha t  i s  n o t  a r t i cu la ted  and does n o t  exceed a length of 
fo r ty - f ive  f ee t .  

5. A recreational vehicle when used in combination with two units  i f  
the  combination does n o t  exceed a length of s ix ty- f ive  f e e t .  

E. A vehicle transporter may draw only one semitrailer .  A combination 
of vehicles. excluding a vehicle t ransporter  and  the semitra i ler  i t  draws. 
coupled together shall  n o t  consist  of more t h a n  two un i t s ,  except tha t  a 
t ruck or truck t r ac to r  a n d  semitra i ler  may draw e i ther  one t r a i l e r  or a 
f o r k l i f t .  The length of a semitra i ler  operating in  a truck 
tractor-semitrai  l e r  combination or  a truck tractor-semi t r a i  1 er-fork1 i f t  
combination shal l  not exceed fif ty-seven f ee t  s i x  inches. t h e  length of a 
semitra i ler  or  t r a i l e r  operating in a truck t r ac to r - s emi t r a i l e r - t r a i l e r  
combination sha l l  not exceed twenty-eight and  one-half f e e t  and the  length 
of a t r a i l e r  operating in  a t r uck - t r a i l e r  combination shal l  not exceed 
twenty-eight and one-half fee t .  If the length of a semitrailer  i s  more t h a n  
f i f t y - t h r e e  f e e t ,  on a l l  highways in t h i s  s t a t e ,  except f o r  the  national 
i n t e r c i t y  truck route network designated by the United S ta tes  secretary of 
transportation as required by the surface transportation ass is tance ac t  of 
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1982 or on a system of highways which i s  designated by a local authority.  the 
overall  length of a truck t rac tor - semi t ra i le r  combination shal l  not exceed 
s ix ty - f ive  f ee t .  In designating such s t r ee t s  the local author i ty  sha l l  
consider any  reasonable res t r ic t ion  including such safety r e s t r i c t i ons  as 
s t ructural  hazards. s t r ee t  width, and any other safety factors ident i f ied by 
the local  authority which may be deemed a hazard t o  the motoring public. 
This subsection does n o t  apply t o  damaged. disabled or abandoned vehicles or 
combinations of vehicles while being towed by a tow truck i n  compliance with 
the provisions of section 28-1007. 

F. A vehicle transporter and  the semitrailer i t  draws shall  n o t  exceed 
a length of seventy-five f ee t .  Notwithstanding the provisions of t h i s  
subsection and subsection E of t h i s  section.  extensions af not more than 

THREE FEET BEYOND THE FOREMOST PART A N D  
?OR BODY of a vehicle or combination of 
vehicles used t o  t ransport  manufactured vehicles or f iber  a n d  forage sha l l  
not be included in measuring the  length of such vehicle or combination of 
vehicles when 1 oaded. 

G. Pursuant t o  a permit issued in  accordance with section 28-1011. a 
truck or a truck t rac tor  and  semitra i ler  may draw not more t h a n  two t r a i l e r s  
or semitra i lers .  T h e  department shall  adopt rules governing the  movement and 
safety of a combination of vehicles under t h i s  subsection a n d  authorizing the  
issuance in advance of prepaid permits. Such rules shall  include the  
adoption of minimum speeds on grades. l ight ing,  signing. iden t i f i ca t ion  and 
braking requirements and any other rules the department deems necessary 
provided the  permit issued pursuant t o  t h i s  subsection i s  limited only t o  the  
following highways within t h i s  s t a t e :  

1. An i n t e r s t a t e  highway tha t  connects with two s t a t e s  which both 
allow two t r a i l e r s  or semitra i lers  and  such inters ta te  highway does n o t  
exceed fo r ty  miles between the connecting s ta tes .  

2. Portions of an a l te rna te  s t a t e  route which are located within four 
miles o f ,  and  extend t o ,  the border of t h i s  s t a t e  and a n  adjacent s t a t e  which 
allows two t r a i l e r s  or semi t ra i le r s .  

3. A s t a t e  route which extends a t  l eas t  ten miles through a n  Indian 
reservation. does not cross the Colorado river and i s  located within twenty 
miles o f ,  a n d  extends t o .  the border of t h i s  s t a t e  a n d  an adjacent s t a t e  
which allows two t r a i l e r s  or semi t ra i le r s .  

H .  Notwithstanding subsection E of t h i s  section: 
1. A motor vehicle may draw one single axle t o w  dolly upon which a 

motor vehicle may be transported. As used in th is  paragraph "single axle tow 
dolly" means a vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle a n d  designed and  used 
exclusively t o  t ransport  another motor vehicle by which the f ron t  or  rea r  
wheels of the  drawn motor vehicle are mounted on the t o w  dolly while t he  
other  wheels of the drawn motor vehicle remain in contact with the  ground. 
A person shall  secure the raised end of a n y  motor vehicle being transported 
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pursuant t o  t h i s  paragraph to  the  tow dolly by two separate chains. cables 
or equivalent devices adequate t o  prevent shif t ing or separation of the  drawn 
vehicle and  the tow dolly. 

2. A truck or a truck t rac tor  may draw a t r a i l e r  or semitra i ler  which 
does n o t  exceed a length of f if ty-seven f e e t  only on the in te rs ta te  highways 
or on a h ighway  which i s  within ten miles of a n  i n t e r s t a t e  highway i f  the 
t r a i l e r  or semitra i ler  i s  manufactured in t h i s  s t a t e  and i s  t ravel ing with 
or without a load from i t s  place of manufacture t o  be delivered fo r  use 
outside t h i s  s t a t e .  

3. A recreational vehicle may pull two un i t s  i f  a l l  of the following 
conditions are met: 

( a )  The middle unit i s  equipped with a f i f t h  wheel and brakes and has 
a weight equal t o  or greater than the  rear  unit .  

( b )  I f  the rear unit  has a gross weight of three thousand pounds or  
more. i t  i s  equipped with brakes. 

( c )  The tota l  combined gross weight of the towed units does not exceed 
the manufacturer's stated gross vehicle w e i g h t  of the  towing uni t .  

I .  For purposes of t h i s  section.  "recreational vehicle" means a motor 
vehicle t h a t  i s  designed and  customarily used fo r  pr ivate  pleasure use and 
includes vehicles commonly called motor homes, pickup trucks w i t h  campers and 
pickup trucks with a f i f t h  wheel t r a i l i n g  device. 

Sec. 2. Emeraencr 
This ac t  i s  a n  emergency measure t h a t  i s  necessary t o  preserve t he  

public peace. health o r  safety and i s  operative immediately as provided by 
law. 
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