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SENATE BILL 1143 

AN ACT 

AMENDING SECTION 38-614. ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; RELATING TO MERIT AWARDS 
FOR COUNTY EMPLOYEES. 

Be i t  enacted by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i zona :  
S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  38-614. Ar izona Revised S t a t u t e s .  i s  amended t o  

read:  
38-614. M e r i t  awards: countv  emolovees: m e r i t  award s v s t ~  

h o a r d :  s o e c i a l  m e r i t  award f u n d  
A. A c o u n t y  b o a r d  o f  s u p e r v i s o r s  may adopt  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  

p r o v i d e  m e r i t  awards f o r  county  employees. The r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  s h a l l  
i n c l u d e  g r a n t i n g  a m e r i t  award f o r  any o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1. An adopted p rocedure  o r  i dea  which r e s u l t e d  i n  e l i m i n a t i n g  o r  
reduc ing  county  expend i tu res  o r  improv ing o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  

2. The per formance o f  a s p e c i a l  a c t  o r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  
8. I F  t h e  board  o f  superv i so rs  PERMITS MERIT AWARDS I T  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  

a m e r i t  award system board  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e r i t  
award system, r e v i e w  a l l  suggest ions and recommend f o r  a p p r o v a l  a l l  m e r i t  
awards w i t h  t h e  concur rence o f  t h e  head o f  t h e  depar tment  i n  wh ich  t h e  c o s t  
sav ings i s  r e a l i z e d .  The s i z e  o f  the  m e r i t  award system board  s h a l l  be equal 
t o  t h e  number o f  s u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  t h a t  county. Each s u p e r v i s o r  s h a l l  appo in t  
one member t o  s e r v e  on t h e  m e r i t  award system board.  

C .  The board  o f  s u p e r v i s o r s  s h a l l  approve a l l  m e r i t  awards. 
D. No m e r i t  award may exceed TWO thousand FIVE 

HUNDRED d o l l a r s .  
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E.  The board o f  s u p e r v i s o r s  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  and may f u n d  f o r  t h e  
purpose o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a  s p e c i a l  m e r i t  award fund  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  i d e n t i f i e d  
measurable d o l l a r  savings t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  a p p r o p r i a t e d  and nonappropr ia ted  
monies i n  t h e  department where t h e  c o s t  s a v i n g  i s  r e a l i z e d .  

F. The board o f  s u p e r v i s o r s  may a t  t h e  end o f  each f i s c a l  yea r  
t r a n s f e r  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  monies accumulated i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  m e r i t  award 
fund  t o  t h e  county  genera l  fund.  

G. The m e r i t  award system board  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t o  t h e  board  o f  
superv i so rs  t h e  names o f  persons recommended f o r  m e r i t  awards and t h e  amounts 
o f  t h e  awards. On f i n a l  approva l  by  t h e  board o f  s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  t h e  names 
and t h e  amounts o f  t h e  m e r i t  awards. t h e  coun ty  f i n a n c e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  draw 
a  w a r r a n t  on t h e  county  t r e a s u r y .  The county  t r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  pay t h e  war ran t  
f rom t h e  s p e c i a l  m e r i t  award fund.  

H. A l l  county employees a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  m e r i t  awards, excep t  t h a t  t h e  
q u a l i f y i n g  c r i t e r i a  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  subsec t ion  A 4+ ARE n o t  met as a r e s u l t  of 
t h e  employee's r e g u l a r  employment d u t i e s  and an award i s  n o t  cons ide red  e x t r a  
compensation. 


