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SENATE BILL 1146 

AN ACT 

AMENDING SECTIONS 37-105  AND 48-3072. ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES: RELATING TO 
STATE LAND IRRIGATION ASSESSMENTS. 

Be i t  e n a c t e d  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Ar i zona :  
S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  37-105.  Ar izona  Revised  S t a t u t e s .  i s  amended t o  

r e a d :  
37-105.  I n c l u s i o n  o f  s t a t e  l a n d s  under  r e c l a m a t i o n  o m i e c t s  and 

i r r i q a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s :  a s s e s s m e n t s  and c h a r o e s  
A. The s t a t e  l a n d  depa r tmen t ,  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  may 

make c o n t r a c t s  f o r  and  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  o r  an 
i r r i g a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  o r g a n i z e d  and e x i s t i n g  under t h e  laws  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  which 
i s  s e r v e d  w h o l l y  o r  p a r t i a l l y  by a f e d e r a l  r e c l a m a t i o n  p r o j e c t ,  t o  i n c l u d e  
l a n d s  owned by t h e  s t a t e  o r  be long ing  t o  any i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h i n  
t h e  p r o j e c t  and  t o  a g r e e  t o  pay a s  much of t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  a s  becomes 
due  on a c c o u n t  of s u c h  l a n d s .  

B. The d e p a r t m e n t .  a f t e r  s t a t e  l a n d s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o j e c t .  
may g u a r a n t e e  t h e  payment o f  and may pay t o  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  o r  t h e  
i r r i g a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  t h e  f u l l  amount o f  d i s t r i c t  o r  r e c l a m a t i o n  a s s e s s m e n t s  
o r  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d s  a t  any  time t h e  a s s e s s m e n t s  o r  c h a r g e s  
become de1 i n q u e n t  w. 

C .  Nothing i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be  c o n s t r u e d  a s  c r e a t i n g  a l i e n  upon 
s t a t e  l a n d s  or  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  t h e  s t a t e  t h e r e i n ,  o r  a s  c r e a t i n g  an 
o b l i g a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  t o  pay any cha rges .  a s s e s s m e n t s  o r  d e b t s  i n c u r r e d  by 
any d i s t r i c t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  
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Sec. 2. Section 48-3072. Arizona Revised Statutes. i s  amended t o  read: 
48-3072. I r r ioat ion assessments as l i en  on s t a t e  lands within 

d i s t r i c t :  enforcement 
A.  Officially ce r t i f i ed  l i s t s  of a l l  s t a t e  lands included within the 

boundaries of a n  i r r igat ion d i s t r i c t  and susceptible of i r r i ga t i on  from the 
works thereof,  with the amounts of assessments and charges of every character 
made against such lands, shall be furnished t o  the  s t a t e  land department as 
soon as the assessments or charges are levied. All charges legally assessed 
for  i r r iga t ion  d i s t r i c t  purposes shall  be a l i en  upon such lands a n d  may be 
enforced AS PROVIDED BY THIS SECTION. 

& B .  When such s t a t e  lands a re  held under c e r t i f i c a t e  of purchase. 
the  holder of the ce r t i f i c a t e  or his  assignee shall a t  the  time of paying the 
annual installments of principal and in te res t  as provided in the  ce r t i f i c a t e ,  
present t o  the s t a t e  land department or other receiving of f ice r  a c e r t i f i c a t e  
from the county treasurer of the  county i n  which the land i s  located showing 
tha t  no unpaid d i s t r i c t  charges are due and delinquent against the  land. If 
the holder of a c e r t i f i c a t e  of purchase or his assignee f a i l s .  neglects or  
refuses fo r  a period of one year a f t e r  i t  becomes delinquent t o  pay any 
assessment or  charge legal ly  levied against  the  land, the f a i l u r e ,  neglect 
or  refusal  shall  consti tute a  breach of a condition of the  c e r t i f i c a t e  of 
purchase which shall subject the  ce r t i f i c a t e  t o  forfe i ture .  The s t a t e  or any 
c i t i zen  thereof who pays the delinquent assessment or charge a f t e r  the 
expiration of the  one year period, may i n s t i t u t e  an action upon the 
c e r t i f i c a t e  in the superior court i n  the county in which the  land i s  located 
t o  f o r f e i t  the interes t  of the ho lder  thereof or his assignee fo r  the breach 
of the condition AND: 

Cb) 1. If the action i s  i n s t i t u t ed  by a c i t i zen  of the  s t a t e  a n d  
judgment rendered i n  the action against  the defendant: ;-- 

( a )  The judgment credi tor  or his assignee shall  be subrogated t o  a l l  
the r igh ts  of the  defendant under the  c e r t i f i c a t e  of purchase. 

(b) A ce r t i f i c a t e  of purchase shall  be issued to  the judgment  creditor 
or  his assignee for  the consideration remaining u n p a i d  on account of such 
s t a t e  land. Such cer t i f i ca te  shal l  provide t h a t  the consideration shall  be 
paid within t h e  time a n d  upon the  terms and conditions provided jn the 
original  c e r t i f i c a t e  of purchase fo r  the  payment of the balance of the 
purchase price.  

CB) 2. If the action i s  ins t i tu ted by the s t a t e  and judgment  rendered 
i n  favor of the s t a t e  against the  defendant. any c i t izen of the  s t a t e  may 
have a c e r t i f i c a t e  of purchase issued t o  him as provided by . . .  
e+H& paragraph 1 upon: 

( a )  Presenting t o  the  s t a t e  l a n d  department a c e r t i f i c a t e  or 
c e r t i f i c a t e s  showing t h a t  there  are no u n p a i d  delinquent charges or 
assessments against the  land. 
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( b )  Reimbursing the s t a t e  fo r  a l l  costs incurred i n  prosecution of the  
act ion.  

( c )  P a y i n g  t o  the  s t a t e  a l l  delinquent installments of i n t e r e s t  or  
principal on account of the original ce r t i f i c a t e  of purchase. 

C.  When such s t a t e  lands are held under lease,  the lessee thereof 
sha l l  a t  the  time of paying the rental installments provided i n  the lease  
present a c e r t i f i c a t e  from the county treasurer of the  county i n  which t he  
land i s  located showing t h a t  n o  unpaid d i s t r i c t  charges or assessments a re  
d u e  and  unpaid against  the land. If a lessee of such s t a t e  l a n d  or  his  
assignee f a i l s .  neglects or refuses fo r  a period of one year a f t e r  receipt  
of notice of any such delinquency t o  present t o  the s t a t e  land department a 
c e r t i f i c a t e  showing such delinquent assessments or charges paid, the  s t a t e  
land department shall  declare the  lease forfe i ted t o  the s t a t e  and may 
thereaf te r  l ease  or  s e l l  the  l a n d  i n  the  manner provided by t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

3r 0. All charges a n d  assessments THAT ARE legally levied BY THE 
DISTRICT against such s t a t e  lands not held under c e r t i f i c a t e  of purchase or  . . lease  ; . ,  :;- shall  be a continuing l ien upon the  lands. 

THOSE lands shall n o t  be leased or sold W UNLESS EITHER: 
1. THE STATE LAND DEPARTMENT GUARANTEES PAYMENT OF THE CHARGES O R  

ASSESSMENTS. 
2.  The purchaser o r  lessee presents t o  the s t a t e  land 

department a c e r t i f i c a t e  from the county treasurer of the county in which the  
land i s  located showing tha t  n o  unpaid d i s t r i c t  charges a r e  due a n d  
delinquent against  the  land. 




