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SE BILL 2543 

AN ACT 

AMENDING SECTION 13-2910 .  ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; REPEALING SECTION 
13-3719, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES: RELATING TO CRUELTY TO ANIMALS OR POULTRY. 

Be i t  e n a c t e d  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of  Arizona:  
S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  13-2910. Arizona Revised S t a t u t e s .  is  amended t o  

read :  
13-2910. C r u e l t v  t o  animals  o r  o o u l t r v :  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  

workino o r  s e r v i c e  animal : c l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  
d e f i n i t i o n s  

A. A person commits c r u e l t y  t o  animals  i f ,  e x c e p t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  
a u t h o r i z e d  by l aw,  such  person 

1. RECKLESSLY s u b j e c t s  any animals  o r  p o u l t r y  
t o  c r u e l  m i s t r e a t m e n t ,  o r  

2 .  RECKLESSLY s u b j e c t s  any animal o r  p o u l t r y  under +ik THE PERSON'S 
c u s t o d y  o r  c o n t r o l  t o  c r u e l  n e g l e c t  o r  abandonment; o r  

3. RECKLESSLY k i l l s  any animal o r  p o u l t r y  under t h e  cus tody  o r  con t ro l  
o f  a n o t h e r  w i t h o u t  e i t h e r  l e g a l  p r i v i l e g e  o r  consent  of  t h e  owner-; OR 

4. INTENTIONALLY INTERFERES WITH. KILLS OR HARMS A WORKING OR SERVICE 
ANIMAL WITHOUT EITHER LEGAL PRIVILEGE O R  CONSENT OF THE OWNER. 

B. I t  i s  a d e f e n s e  t o  s u b s e c t i o n  A of  this s e c t i o n  i f  any person 
exposes  po i son  t o  b e  t aken  by a dog which has  k i l l e d  o r  wounded l i v e s t o c k  o r  
po i son  t o  be t a k e n  by p r e d a t o r y  animals  on premises owned, l e a s e d  o r  
c o n t r o l l e d  by +H-m THE PERSON f o r  t h e  purpose of t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of  such person 
o r  % THE PERSON'S l i v e s t o c k  o r  p o u l t r y ,  and t h e  t r e a t e d  p r o p e r t y  i s  kept 
p o s t e d  by t h e  pe r son  who a u t h o r i z e d .  o r  performed t h e  t r e a t m e n t  u n t i l  such 
p o i s o n  h a s  been removed, and such poison i s  removed by t h e  pe r son  exposing 
t h e  poison a f t e r  the t h r e a t  t o  such person,  THE PERSON'S l i v e s t o c k  o r  THE 
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PERSON'S p o u l t r y  has ceased t o  e x i s t .  The p o s t i n g  r e q u i r e d  s h a l l  b e  i n  such  
manner as t o  p r o v i d e  adequate  warn ing  t o  persons who e n t e r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  b y  
t h e  p o i n t  o r  p o i n t s  of normal e n t r y .  The warn ing n o t i c e  which i s  pos ted  s h a l l  
be of such s i z e  t h a t  i t  i s  r e a d a b l e  a t  a d i s t a n c e  o f  f i f t y  f e e t ,  s h a l l  
c o n t a i n  a p o i s o n  s t a t e m e n t  and symbol and s h a l l  s t a t e  t h e  word "danger"  o r  
"warning". 

C. NOTHING I N  THIS SECTION SHALL PROHIBIT OR RESTRICT: 
1 THE TAKING OF WILDLIFE OR ANY OTHER ACTIVITIES PERMITTED BY OR 

PURSUANT TO TITLE 17. 
2. ACTIVITIES PERMITTED BY OR PURSUANT TO TITLE 3. 
3. ACTIVITIES REGULATED BY THE ARIZONA GAME AN0 FISH DEPARTMENT OR THE 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 
0. A PERSON WHO I S  CONVICTED OF A VIOLATION OF SUBSECTION A, PARAGRAPH 

4 I S  LIABLE AS FOLLOWS: 
1. I F  THE WORKING OR SERVICE ANIMAL WAS KILLED OR DISABLED, TO THE 

OWNER OR AGENCY THAT OWNS THE WORKING OR SERVICE ANIMAL AN0 THAT EMPLOYS THE 
HANDLER OR TO THE OWNER OR HANDLER FOR THE REPLACEMENT AN0 TRAINING COSTS OF 
THE WORKING OR SERVICE ANIMAL AND FOR ANY VETERINARY BILLS. 

2. TO THE OWNER OR AGENCY THAT OWNS A WORKING OR SERVICE ANIMAL FOR 
THE SALARY OF THE HANDLER FOR THE PERIOD OF TIME THAT THE HANDLER'S SERVICES 
ARE LOST TO THE OWNER OR AGENCY. 

3. TO THE OWNER FOR THE OWNER'S CONTRACTUAL LOSSES WITH THE AGENCY. 
F;; E. A PERSON WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION 

A. PARAGRAPH 1. 2 OR 3 i s  GUILTY OF a c l a s s  2- 1 misdemeanor. A PERSON WHO 
VIOLATES SUBSECTION A. PARAGRAPH 4 I S  GUILTY OF A CLASS 6 FELONY. 

F. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION: 
1. "HANDLER" MEANS A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR ANY OTHER PERSON WHO 

HAS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED A COURSE OF TRAINING PRESCRIBED BY THE PERSON'S 
AGENCY OR THE SERVICE ANIMAL OWNER AND WHO USED A SPECIALLY TRAINED ANIMAL 
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE PERSON'S AGENCY OR THE SERVICE ANIMAL OWNER. 

2. "SERVICE ANIMAL" MEANS AN ANIMAL THAT HAS COMPLETED A FORMAL 
TRAINING PROGRAM. THAT ASSISTS ITS OWNER I N  ONE OR MORE DAILY LIVING TASKS 
THAT ARE ASSOCIATED WITH A PRODUCTIVE LIFESTYLE AND THAT I S  TRAINED TO NOT 
POSE A DANGER TO THE HEALTH AN0 SAFETY OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

3. "WORKING ANIMAL" MEANS A HORSE OR DOG THAT I S  USED BY A LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, THAT I S  SPECIALLY TRAINED FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT WORK AND 
THAT I S  UNDER THE CONTROL OF A HANDLER. 

Sec. 2 .  R e ~ e a l  
S e c t i o n  13-3719, A r i z o n a  Revised S t a t u t e s .  i s  repea led .  
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