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NAT ILL 11 

AN ACT 

AMENDING SECTION 11-593. ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; RELATING TO COUNTY MEDICAL 
EXAMINERS. 

Be i t  enac ted  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i zona :  
S e c t i o n  1. S e c t i o n  11-593. A r i zona  Revised S t a t u t e s ,  i s  amended t o  

read : 
11-593.  R e o o r t i n q  o f  c e r t a i n  deaths :  f a i l u r e  t o  r e o o r t :  

~ l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
A.  Any pe rson  hav ing  knowledge o f  t h e  death  o f  a  human b e i n g  i n c l u d i n g  

a  f e t a l  dea th  SHALL PROMPTLY NOTIFY THE NEAREST PEACE OFFICER OF ALL 
INFORMATION I N  THE PERSON'S POSSESSION REGARDING THE DEATH AND THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING I T  under any o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c i r cumstances :  

1. Oeath when n o t  under t h e  c u r r e n t  c a r e  o f  a  p h y s i c i a n  f o r  a  
p o t e n t i a l l y  f a t a l  i l l n e s s  o r  when an a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  i s  u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  
s i g n  t h e  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t w .  

2. Oeath r e s u l t i n g  f rom violencet--ee. 
3. Death o c c u r r i n g  suddenly when i n  apparent  good health*. 
4 .  Death o c c u r r i n g  i n  a  prison-. 
5. Oeath o f  a  prisoner-. 
6. Death o c c u r r i n g  i n  a s u s p i c i o u s .  unusual o r  u n n a t u r a l  manner*. 
7 .  Oeath f rom d isease  o r  a c c i d e n t  b e l i e v e d  t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

deceased's o c c u p a t i o n  o r  employment-. 
8. Death b e l i e v e d  t o  p r e s e n t  a  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  hazard*. 
9. Death o c c u r r i n g  d u r i n g  a n e s t h e t i c  o r  s u r g i c a l  procedures.  
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0 .  The peace o f f i c e r  sha l t  - 4 + b ~ ~ ?  promptly n o t i f y  the  county medical 
examiner and, except i n  deaths occu r r i ng  du r ing  s u r g i c a l  o r  anes thet ic  
procedures from natura l  diseases, s h a l l  promptly make o r  cause t o  be made an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  the  fac ts  and circumstances surrounding the death and repor t  
the  r e s u l t s  t o  t h e  medical examiner. I f  there  i s  no county medical examiner 
appointed and serv ing w i t h i n  the county, the  county s h e r i f f  s h a l l  be n o t i f i e d  
by the  peace o f f i c e r  and t h e  s h e r i f f  s h a l l  i n  t u r n  n o t i f y  and secure a  
l i censed  physic ian t o  perform t h e  medical examinat ion o r  autopsy. 

C. AN AUTOPSY I S  NOT REQUIRED FOR DEATHS DUE TO NATURAL DISEASES THAT 
OCCUR DURING SURGICAL OR ANESTHETIC PROCEDURES. EXCEPT WHERE THE MEDICAL 
EXAMINER DETERMINES AN AUTOPSY I S  NECESSARY BECAUSE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 
EXIST: 

1. A PUBLIC HEALTH RISK. 
2.  EVIOENCE OF A CRIME. 
3. EVIOENCE OF INADEQUATE HEALTH CARE. 
4 .  NO CLINICALLY EVIDENT CAUSE OF DEATH. 
fk D. Every person who knows o f  t h e  ex is tence o f  a  body where death 

occurred as spec i f i ed  i n  subsection A - o f  t h i s  sec t ion  and who knowingly f a i l s  
t o  n o t i f y  the  nearest peace o f f i c e r  as soon as poss ib le  unless t h e  person has 
good reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  n o t i c e  has a l ready been g iven i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  
c lass  2 misdemeanor. 

& E. I f  the deceased was under treatment f o r  accident o r  i l l n e s s  by 
prayer o r  s p i r i t u a l  means alone. i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  tenets  and prac t ices  
o f  a we l l - recogn ized church or  r e l i g i o u s  denomination, and death occurred 
wi thout  a physic ian i n  attendance. the person who has knowledge o f  the  death 
s h a l l  r e p o r t  a l l  i n fo rmat ion  i n  h i s  possession regard ing  t h e  death and 
circumstances surrounding i t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  county medical examiner o r  the  
person per forming t h e  du t i es  o f  a county medical examiner who may waive an 
autopsy i f  he i s  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  death o f  such person resu l ted  from 
na tu ra l  causes. 

fk F. Each county s h a l l  p rov ide  t o  t h e  c r i m i n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
sec t i on  o f  the  department o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  f i n g e r p r i n t s  o f  a l l  deceased 
persons whose deaths are requ i red  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  pursuant t o  t h i s  
sec t i on .  These f i n g e r p r i n t s  s h a l l  be on a  form provided by t h e  c r im ina l  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  sec t i on  and s h a l l  be accompanied by such o ther  in fo rmat ion  
regard ing  the phys ica l  d e s c r i p t i o n  and t h e  da te  and p lace o f  death as the  
c r im ina l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  sec t ion  may requ i re .  F inge rp r in t s  taken pursuant t o  
t h i s  sec t ion  s h a l l  be used only  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  purg ing  c r i m i n a l  h i s t o r y  
f i l e s .  A l l  i n fo rmat ion  and data i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  sec t i on  o f  
the department o f  pub l i c  sa fe ty  furn ished i n  compliance w i t h  t h i s  sect ion i s  
con f i den t i a l  and may be d isc losed only  upon w r i t t e n  approval o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r  
o f  p u b l i c  sa fe ty  t o  the j u v e n i l e  cour t ,  s o c i a l  agencies, p u b l i c  hea l th  and 

43 law enforcement agencies, l i censed  o r  regu la ted  by t h i s  s ta te .  
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