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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 8-521, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

8-521. Independent 1living program; conditions; eligibility;

rules; reports

A. The department or a licensed child welfare agency may establish an
independent 1iving program for youths who are the subject of a dependency
petition or who are adjudicated dependent and are all of the following:

1. In the custody of the department, or a licensed child welfare
agency OR A TRIBAL CHILD WELFARE AGENCY.

2. At least seventeen years of age.

3. Employed or full-time students.

B. The independent 1iving program may consist of a residential program
of less than twenty-four hours' a day supervision for youths under the
supervision of the department through a licensed child welfare agency or a
foster home under contract with the department. Under the independent living
program the youth is not required to reside at a licensed child welfare
agency or foster home.

C. The director or the director's designee shall review and approve
any recommendation to the court that a youth in the custody of the department
be ordered to an independent living program.

D. For a youth to participate in an independent living program, the
court must order such a disposition pursuant to section 8-845.

E. The department, or a licensed child welfare agency OR A TRIBAL
CHILD WELFARE AGENCY having custody of the youth shall provide the cost of
care as required by section 46-134 for each child placed in an independent
living program pursuant to this section, except that the monthly amount
provided shall not exceed the average monthly cost of purchased services for
the child in the three months immediately preceding placement in an
independent living program.

F. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to title 41, chapter 6
to carry out the purposes of this section.

G. The department shall provide quarterly progress reports to the
court and to local foster care review boards for each youth participating in
the independent living program.

H. The local foster care review boards shall review at least once
every six months the case of each youth participating in the independent
living program.

Sec. 2. Section 8-521.01, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to

read:

8-521.01. Transitional independent living program

A. The department may establish a transitional independent living
program for persons who meet the following qualifications:
1. The person is under twenty-one years of age.
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2. The person was the subject of a dependency petition, adjudicated
dependent or placed voluntarily pursuant to section 8-806.

B. The department shall provide care and services that complement the
person’s own efforts to achieve self-sufficiency and to accept personal
responsibility for preparing for and making the transition to adulthood. The
care and services provided shall be based on an individualized written
agreement between the department and the person.

C. Care and services may be provided as follows:

1. If the person was in out-of-home placement or in the independent
living program when the person became eighteen years of age, the department
may provide out-of-home placement, independent living or other transitional
1iving support services.

2. If the person was in out-of-home placement in the custody of the
department, A LICENSED CHILD WELFARE AGENCY OR A TRIBAL CHILD WELFARE AGENCY
while the person was sixteen, seventeen or eighteen years of age, the
department may provide transitional living support services.
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