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SUPPORT CASE REGISTRY.
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 46, chapter 3, article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes,
is amended by adding section 46-445, to read:

46-445. Electronic transfer of support payments: warrants:

definition

A. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH A MANDATORY PROCESS TO TRANSFER
SUPPORT PAYMENTS ELECTRONICALLY. UNDER THIS PROCESS, THE DEPARTMENT OR ITS
AGENT SHALL DISBURSE SUPPORT PAYMENTS ELECTRONICALLY TO AN ACCOUNT DESIGNATED
BY THE OBLIGEE OR AN ALTERNATE ACCOUNT THAT CAN 8BE ACCESSED BY THE OBLIGEE
THROUGH AN ELECTRONIC ACCESS CARD.

B. ON ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROCESS PRESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION A,
ELECTRONIC TRANSFER OF SUPPORT PAYMENTS IS MANDATORY UNLESS A HARDSHIP
EXEMPTION IS GRANTED. THE DEPARTMENT OR ITS AGENT SHALL PROVIDE A NOTICE TO
EACH OBLIGEE THAT INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING:

1. THAT THE OBLIGEE HAS TEN DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF THE NOTICE TO
COMPLETE AN AUTHORIZATION FOR AUTOMATIC DEPOSIT FORM AND RETURN IT TO THE
DEPARTMENT AND THAT THE DEPARTMENT OR ITS AGENT WILL ISSUE AN ELECTRONIC
ACCESS CARD FOR RECEIPT OF SUPPORT PAYMENTS UNLESS THE OBLIGEE CLAIMS A
HARDSHIP EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION C, PARAGRAPH 3.

2. THAT A REQUEST FOR A HARDSHIP EXEMPTION MUST BE IN WRITING AND
INCLUDE DOCUMENTATION THAT SUPPORTS THE REQUEST.

3. INFORMATION ON THE USE AND RESTRICTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USE Of
AN ELECTRONIC ACCESS CARD.

C. THE DEPARTMENT MAY AUTHORIZE THE GENERATION OF A PAYMENT BY WARRANT
IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS APPLIES:

1. GENERATION OF A WARRANT IS NECESSARY TO MEET FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS
AND ELECTRONIC TRANSFER IS NOT FEASIBLE.

2. THE OBLIGEE IS INVOLVED IN LEGAL PROCEEDINGS THAT REQUIRE PAYMENTS
TO BE SENT TO A TRUSTEE OR REPRESENTATIVE PAYEE.

3. THE OBLIGEE HAS NOT REQUESTED AUTOMATIC OEPOSIT TO A DESIGNATED
ACCOUNT OF THE OBLIGEE AND HAS ASSERTED IN WRITING THAT THE USE OF AN
ELECTRONIC ACCESS CARD WILL CREATE AN UNDUE HARDSHIP BECAUSE OF A DOCUMENTED
PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DISABILITY.

D. THE DIRECTOR MAY ADOPT RULES TO IMPLEMENT THIS SECTION.

E. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "ELECTRONIC ACCESS CARD"™ MEANS A
STORED VALUE CARD THAT IS ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OR ITS AGENTS AND IN WHICH
SUPPORT PAYMENTS ARE DEPOSITED ELECTRONICALLY IN THE SAME MANNER AS AUTOMATIC
OR DIRECT DEPOSIT.

Sec. 2. Exemption from rule making

For the purposes of this act, the department of economic security is
exempt from the rule making requirements of title 41, chapter 6, Arizona
Revised Statutes, for two years after the effective date of this act. Before
adopting rules, the department shall hold at least one public meeting in a
county with a population of more than one million persons and one public
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meeting in a county with a population of less than five hundred thousand
persons for the purpose of public testimony and comment.

Sec. 3. Emergency

This act is an emergency measure that is necessary to preserve the

public peace, health or safety and is operative immediately as provided by
law.

APPROVED BY THE GOVERNOR APRIL 22, 2005.

FINGED IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE APRIL 22, 2005.
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