STATE OF ARIZONA

DoucLas A. Ducey OrricE orF THE GOVERNOR Executive OFFICE
GOVERNOR

May 14,2019

The Honorable Katie Hobbs
Secretary of State

1700 W. Washington, 7™ Floor
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Re: House Bill 2118 (unauthorized practice; health professions)
Dear Secretary Hobbs:

Today, I signed H.B 2118. The dangers associated with healthcare “imposters” was the focus of a
recent investigative series by ABC15. This reporting uncovered a concerning policy gap in
protecting consumers. This legislation addresses many of these issues and will help better protect
Arizona patients and hold bad actors accountable.

There is still more we can do. In January, I asked for a full account of how all licensing entities
address the issue of unlicensed activity to ensure that this behavior cannot exist elsewhere in our
system. We will review this information to determine what further action can be taken to protect
Arizona consumers.

Sincerely,

*f"”“q“‘r

Douglas A. Ducey
Governor
State of Arizona

cc:  The Honorable Karen Fann
The Honorable Rusty Bowers
The Honorable Nancy Barto

1700 WEST WASHINGTON STREET, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007
602-542-4331 ® WWW.aZgOVErnor.gov
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CHAPTER 227

HOUSE BILL 2118

AN ACT

AMENDING TITLE 32, CHAPTER 32, ARTICLE 1, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, BY
ADDING SECTION 32-3226; RELATING TO HEALTH PROFESSIONALS.

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE)
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H.B. 2118

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 32, chapter 32, article 1, Arizona Revised
Statutes, is amended by adding section 32-3226, to read:

32-3226. Unauthorized practice of a health profession;
verification; posting; violation; classification:
definition

A. A  HEALTH PROFESSION REGULATORY BOARD SHALL REGULATE THE
UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF THE HEALTH PROFESSION THE BOARD REGULATES.

B. A HEALTH PROFESSION REGULATORY BOARD OR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF THE BOARD, IF DELEGATED AND CONSISTENT WITH EACH REGULATORY BOARD'S
STATUTORY AUTHORITY, SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING AFTER RECEIVING A
COMPLAINT REGARDING A PERSON WHO IS ALLEGED TO HAVE ENGAGED 1IN THE
UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF A HEALTH PROFESSION:

1. VERIFY ALL OF THE PERSON'S LICENSURE OR CERTIFICATION
DOCUMENTATION WITH THE PRIMARY SOURCE OF THE DOCUMENTATION.

2. RETAIN ALL RECORDS OF THE COMPLAINT AND DOCUMENTATION
VERIFICATION FOR AT LEAST TEN YEARS.

3. POST ON THE BOARD'S PUBLIC WEBSITE FOR FIVE YEARS INFORMATION
REGARDING THE PERSON WHO THE BOARD VERIFIES HAS ENGAGED IN THE
UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF A HEALTH PROFESSION. THE PERSON MAY PETITION THE
BOARD TO HAVE THE INFORMATION REMOVED EARLIER THAN FIVE YEARS.

C. A HEALTH PROFESSION REGULATORY BOARD MAY ISSUE A CEASE AND
DESIST ORDER TO STOP A PERSON FROM ENGAGING IN THE UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE
OF A HEALTH PROFESSION.

D. A HEALTH PROFESSION REGULATORY BOARD SHALL NOTIFY EACH
COMPLAINANT THAT THE PERSON MAY SUBMIT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT ANY TIME
DURING THE INVESTIGATION IF THE INFORMATION WAS NOT INITIALLY SUBMITTED.

E. IF A COMPLAINANT REQUESTS TO HAVE THE COMPLAINANT'S IDENTIFYING
INFORMATION WITHHELD FROM THE PERSON AGAINST WHOM THE ALLEGATION OF
UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF A HEALTH PROFESSION IS BEING MADE, THE BOARD
SHALL KEEP THE COMPLAINANT'S IDENTIFYING INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL.

F. A PERSON WHO ENGAGES IN THE UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF A HEALTH
PROFESSION IS GUILTY OF A CLASS 5 FELONY. A HEALTH PROFESSION REGULATORY
BOARD SHALL REFER EACH VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR THE UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF
A HEALTH PROFESSION TO THE COUNTY ATTORNEY OR ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR
PROSECUTION.

G. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF A
HEALTH PROFESSION" MEANS TO ENGAGE IN THE PRACTICE OF A HEALTH PROFESSION
WITHOUT HAVING THE LICENSURE OR CERTIFICATION REQUIRED TO PRACTICE IN THAT
HEALTH PROFESSION IN THIS STATE.

OVERNOR MAY 14, 2019.

ARY OF STATE MAY 14, 2019.
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