
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
TO:  Adrian Fontes, Arizona Secretary of State 
FROM:  Alma Schultz, Clerk of the Board/Elections Director   
RE:  Hand Count Report – November 3, 2026 General Election   
DATE:  November 9, 2026 
Pursuant to A.R.S. §16-602(B), Santa Cruz County conducted a Hand Count for the November 3, 2026, 
General Election.   

On Wednesday, November 4, 2026 at 3 pm, the Elections Director conducted a random drawing of lots for 
early ballot batches to be counted during the Hand Count Audit. Under Arizona law, the hand count audit of 
early ballots needed to include at least 1% of early ballots cast in Santa Cruz County. The number of early 
ballots cast during the random selection were 9,298. Two batches of 50 early ballots were counted for the 
total Hand Count Audit of early ballots with the percentage of 1.08%. 

The drawing for Hand Count Audit early ballot batches was conducted by lot by the County Political Party 
Chairs or Designees and only one machine (DS950) was used for the tabulation of Early Ballots. Prior to 
drawing the lots with the assistance of the Party Chairs or Designees, a coin toss determined which party 
(Democrat or Republican) would draw the first lot.  The County Chairs or Designee selected by lot tabulation 
batch numbers between A0001 and A0190.  The range of lot numbers was determined by the number of 
early ballot batches received from the Recorder’s Office after the ballot verification process was completed. 
Batch numbers are assigned after the ballots have been tabulated by tabulation batch. Therefore, the first 
verified batch received is assigned lot number A0001.  Subsequent lots were drawn alternatively by the Party 
Chairs or Designees according to party affiliation. The following batches were selected: 

• Tabulation Machine A (DS950) - Batch A0133 (50 ballots) 
• Tabulation Machine A (DS950) - Batch A0042 (50 ballots) 

The ballot batches were sequestered, from the same machine, as only one machine was used to tabulate 
Early Ballots as selected and reported above. 

After the Early Ballot selection, the selection of two Vote Centers (polling locations) randomly selected for 
the hand count were: 

• VC 8 – Rio Rico Fire Station #2 (Calabasas) 
• VC 9 – Gabilondo - Zehentner County Service Center 

 
The County Party Chairs or their designees selected the races to be included in the count for each category 
containing at least one contested race. A maximum of five contested races were selected in the following 
priority order: statewide candidate races, statewide ballot measures, state legislative races (Senate or 
House), and federal candidate races. 

• Statewide Candidate             State Mine Inspector  
• Statewide Ballot Measure     Proposition 144 
• Legislative Candidate           State Senator Dist. 19 
• Legislative Candidate           State Senator Dist. 21 
• Federal Candidate                 U.S. Representative in Congress Dist. 7 
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Conducting the Hand Count  
The Hand Count boards met on November 6, 2026. There were two boards made up of three members; 
one board had one Democrat and two Republican, and the other board had two Democrats and one 
Republican. Each board had an alternate available should the need arise. The stacking method and the 
calling method was used for counting. 

The batches of early ballots were tabulated on one machine only; therefore, the hand count provides 
information on the tabulation accuracy of one machine. The hand count results matched the tabulated 
results; there were 0 (zero) discrepancies.  

 

The results are shown in the tables below: 

 

TABULATION MACHINE DS950-A Early Ballot Batch 
A0042 

Early Ballot Batch 
A0133 

Race  Machine 
Count 

Hand 
Count 

Machine 
Count 

Hand 
Count 

Statewide Candidate – State Mine Inspector     
MATLOCK, BRIAN (DEM) 38 38 40 40 
PRESMYK, WALTER "LES" (REP) 11 11 9 9 
Statewide Ballot Measure – Proposition 144         
YES 18 18 16 16 
NO 27 27 34 34 
Legislative Candidate – State Senator Dist. 19        
KARP, BOB (DEM) 9 9 1 1 
GRIFFIN, GAIL (REP) 2 2 1 1 
Legislative Candidate – State Senator Dist. 21         
GABALDÓN, ROSANNA (DEM) 30 0 40 40 
FLORES, ESTEBAN (REP) 8 0 8 8 
Federal Candidate – U.S. Representative in Congress 
Dist. 7 

        

GRIJALVA, ADELITA (DEM) 38 38 40 40 
BUTIEREZ SR., DANIEL FRANCIS (REP) 11 11 10 10 

 

As stated above, the Election Day ballots for two (2) Vote Centers were hand counted. One discrepancy 
was identified for Vote Center 8 and is highlighted in yellow in the table below. Vote Center 9 had no 
discrepancies between the hand count and the machine tabulation.  

The results are shown in the table below:  

 

 

 



 
 

VOTE CENTERS Vote Center 8 –  
Rio Rico Fire Station #2 

Vote Center 9 –  
Gabilondo - Zehentner 
Center 

Race  Machine 
Count 

Hand 
Count 

Machine 
Count 

Hand 
Count 

Statewide Candidate – State Mine Inspector         

MATLOCK, BRIAN (DEM) 185 1861 219 219 
PRESMYK, WALTER "LES" (REP) 93 93 123 123 
Statewide Ballot Measure – Proposition 144     
YES 135 135 176 176 
NO 132 132 132 132 
Legislative Candidate – State Senator Dist. 
19 

        

KARP, BOB (DEM) 0 0 0 0 
GRIFFIN, GAIL (REP) 0 0 0 0 
Legislative Candidate – State Senator Dist. 
21 

        

GABALDÓN, ROSANNA (DEM) 182 182 217 2182 
FLORES, ESTEBAN (REP) 104 104 125 125 
Federal Candidate – U.S. Representative in 
Congress Dist. 7 

        

GRIJALVA, ADELITA (DEM) 193 193 224 2253 
BUTIEREZ SR., DANIEL FRANCIS (REP) 90 90 116 116 

 

The discrepancy percentage is calculated as follows: Absolute Difference ÷ Machine Count × 100. In this 
case, there were three discrepancies noted as the following:  

• 0.541% (1/185 × 100) 
• 0.461% (1/217 x 100) 

• 0.446% (1/224 x 100)  

The calculated percentage of the discrepancy does not exceed the designated 1% margin established by 
the Arizona Vote Count Verification Committee. Additionally, the actual discrepancy is only one (1) vote, 
which is below the designated margin of three (3) votes. Therefore, no expanded hand count audit is 
required. 

The one-vote discrepancy resulted from a ballot on which the voter marked the choice with slashes or 
methods rather than completely filling the target oval. The Hand Count Board determined the voter's intent 
was clear and counted the vote manually, while the tabulation equipment did not record the mark. The 
discrepancy is below the Vote Count Verification Committee's designated margin and does not require an 
expanded audit pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-602. 

                                                 
1 Discrepancy = 1/185x100=0.541% (>1%); 1 vote < 3 vote designated margin established by the AZ Count 
Verification Committee  
2 Discrepancy = 1/27x100=0.461% (>1%); 1 vote < 3 vote designated margin established by the AZ Count 
Verification Committee  
3 Discrepancy = 1/224x100=0.446% (>1%); 1 vote < 3 vote designated margin established by the AZ Count 
Verification Committee  



 
Santa Cruz County, State of Arizona 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR RANDOM SELECTION OF VOTE CENTERS AND EARLY BALLOTS 
FOR HAND COUNT 

November 3, 2026 – General Election 
 

These instructions are intended to assist election staff in selecting and sequestering Vote 
Centers and Early Ballots for the hand count required for the November 3,2026, General 
Election. This document will also serve as certification of the method used to select both Vote 
Centers and early ballots for hand count purposes. 
 
On November 4, 2026 at 3:00PM, the Elections Director will flip a coin to determine which 
County Political Party Chair Democratic or Republican will make the first lot selection of Vote 
Centers. Two Vote Centers will be randomly selected, as this number exceeds 2% of the total 
Vote Centers used. The selection process will then continue with Early Ballot batches. 
 
The opposite Political Party Chair (the one who did not make the initial Vote Center 
selection) will begin the random selection of two batches of early ballots that have already 
been tabulated.  These are early ballots that have been tabulated up to Election Day.  Once 
selected, these batches will be sequestered along with their corresponding unofficial tally 
reports for review by the Hand Count Board.  
 
Only tabulating machine, A (DS950) is used for early ballot processing. The batches will be 
selected as described below. The number of early ballots to be hand counted complies with 
A.R.S. § 16-602(F), which requires 1% of early ballots cast, or 5,000 ballots, whichever is 
less. As of now, 9,298 early ballots have been tabulated, with approximately 1,700 pending 
verification. Calculation: 9,298×0.01=92.98 Rounded up, 93 early ballots must be hand 
counted. Since most tabulated batches contain 50 ballots, two batches will be selected. 
 
Lots labeled A0001–A0190 will be used for random selection, with numbers indicated only on 
the coins.  Selected batches will be sequestered and accompanied by individual tally sheets 
for each batch. 
 
 
 
 



 
Santa Cruz County, State of Arizona 

Master List of All Contested Races 
November 3, 2026 General Election 

 

Category: Statewide Candidate 
Race: Governor and Lieutenant Governor 

Race: Secretary of State 
Race: Attorney General 
Race: State Treasurer 

Race: Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Race: State Mine Inspector 

Race: Corporation Commissioner 
 

Category: Statewide Ballot Measure 
Race: Proposition 141 
Race: Proposition 142 
Race: Proposition 144 
Race: Proposition 316 
Race: Proposition 317 
Race: Proposition 318 
Race: Proposition 319 
Race: Proposition 320 

 
Category: Legislative Candidate (House or Senate) 

Races: State Representative Dist. 19 
 Races:  State Representative Dist. 21 

Race: State Senator Dist. 19 
 Race: State Senator Dist. 21 

 
Category: Federal Candidate (House or Senate) 

Race: U.S. Representative in Congress Dist. 7 
 

 






















































































































































