
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
TO:  Adrian Fontes, Arizona Secretary of State 
FROM:  Alma Schultz, Clerk of the Board/Elections Director   
RE:  Hand Count Report – July 21, 2026 Primary Elections   
DATE:  July 26, 2026 
Pursuant to A.R.S. §16-602(B), Santa Cruz County conducted a Hand Count for the July 21, 2026, Primary 
Election.   

On Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at 3 pm, the Elections Director conducted a random drawing of lots for early 
ballot batches to be counted during the Hand Count Audit. Under Arizona law, the hand count audit of early 
ballots needed to include at least 1% of early ballots cast in Santa Cruz County. The number of early ballots 
cast during the random selection were 5,260. Two batches of 50 and 51 early ballots were counted for the 
total Hand Count Audit of early ballots with the percentage of 1.92%. 

The drawing for Hand Count Audit early ballot batches was conducted by lot by the County Political Party 
Chairs or Designees and only one machine (DS950) was used for the tabulation of Early Ballots. Prior to 
drawing the lots with the assistance of the Party Chairs or Designees, a coin toss determined which party 
(Democrat or Republican) would draw the first lot.  The County Chairs or Designee selected by lot tabulation 
batch numbers between A0001 and A0109.  The range of the lot numbers was based on the number of early 
ballot batches that had been received from the Recorders Office after their verification process.  Subsequent 
lots were drawn alternatively by the Party Chairs or Designees according to party affiliation. The following 
batches were selected: 

• Tabulation Machine A (DS950) - Batch A0007 (50 ballots) 
• Tabulation Machine A (DS950) - Batch A0096 (51 ballots) 

The ballot batches were sequestered, from the same machine, as only one machine was used to tabulate 
Early Ballots as selected and reported above. 

After the Early Ballot selection, the selection of two polling locations randomly selected for the hand count 
were: 

• VC 5 – Patagonia Cady Hall 
• VC 12 – SCC Provisional Community College  

 
The County Party Chairs or Designees also selected the races to be counted for those categories with at 
least one contested race, up to five contested races in priority order, i.e., Statewide Candidate races and 
State Legislative (Senate or House) races. The district number was included for the Legislative category 
because the other district did not have contested races. 
 

• Statewide Candidate             REP Superintendent of Public Instruction  
• Statewide Candidate             REP Governor 
• Statewide Candidate             DEM Superintendent of Public Instruction 
• Statewide Candidate             NOL Governor 
• Legislative Candidate           DEM State Representative Dist. 21 

 

  Board of Supervisors 
  Santa Cruz County 

 

LUIS CARLOS DAVIS 
District 1 

 
RUDY MOLERA 

District 2 
 

JOHN FANNING 
District 3 

 



 
 

 
Conducting the Hand Count  
The Hand Count boards met on July 24, 2026. There were two boards made up of three members; one 
board had one Democrat and two Republican, and the other board had one Democrat, one 
Independent and one Republican. Each board had an alternate available should the need arise. The 
stacking method and the calling method was used for counting. 

 

The batches of early ballots were tabulated on one machine only; therefore, the hand count provides 
information on the tabulation accuracy of one machine. The hand count results matched the tabulated 
results; there were 0 (zero) discrepancies. The results are shown in the tables below: 

 

TABULATION MACHINE DS950-A Early Ballot Batch 
A0007 

Early Ballot Batch 
A0096 

Race  Machine 
Count 

Hand 
Count 

Machine 
Count 

Hand 
Count 

Statewide Candidate – REP Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 

    

HORNE, TOM 6 6 4 4 
YEE, KIMBERLY 3 3 2 2 
Statewide Candidate – REP Governor         
BIGGS, ANDY 6 6 4 4 
MICELI, KEN 1 1 1 1 
NEELY, SCOTT 1 1 1 1 
SCHWEIKERT, DAVID 1 1 0 0 
Statewide Candidate – DEM Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 

        

NEWBY, BRETT MATTHEW 7 7 7 7 
RUIZ, TERESA LEYBA 31 31 28 28 
Statewide Candidate – NOL Governor         
HOURIHAN, TERI ANN 0 0 0 0 
LYTLE, HUGH 0 0 1 1 
Legislative Candidate – DEM State Representative 
Dist. 21 

        

HERNANDEZ, CONSUELO 17 17 14 14 
HIGUERA, MARITZA 12 12 16 16 
LOPEZ, MIRANDA 20 20 18 18 
STAHL HAMILTON, STEPHANIE 12 12 14 14 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

As stated above, the Election Day ballots for two (2) Vote Centers were hand counted. One discrepancy 
was identified for Vote Center 12 and is highlighted in yellow in the table below. Vote Center 5 had no 
discrepancies between the hand count and the machine tabulation. The results are shown in the table 
below:  

 

VOTE CENTERS Vote Center 5 –  
Patagonia Cady Hall 

Vote Center 12 –  
SCC Provisional  
Community College 

Race  Machine Count Hand Count Machine Count Hand Count 
Statewide Candidate – REP 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 

        

HORNE, TOM 14 14 7 7 
YEE, KIMBERLY 9 9 9 9 
Statewide Candidate – REP Governor     
BIGGS, ANDY 20 20 9 9 
MICELI, KEN 2 2 1 1 
NEELY, SCOTT 0 0 3 3 
SCHWEIKERT, DAVID 1 1 2 2 
Statewide Candidate – DEM 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 

        

NEWBY, BRETT MATTHEW 5 5 10 10 
RUIZ, TERESA LEYBA 36 36 32 331 
Statewide Candidate – NOL Governor         
HOURIHAN, TERI ANN 0 0 1 1 
LYTLE, HUGH 0 0 0 0 
Statewide Candidate – DEM State 
Representative Dist. 21 

        

HERNANDEZ, CONSUELO 1 1 18 18 
HIGUERA, MARITZA 1 1 24 24 
LOPEZ, MIRANDA 2 2 18 18 
STAHL HAMILTON, STEPHANIE 2 2 4 4 

 

The discrepancy percentage is calculated as follows: Absolute Difference ÷ Machine Count × 100. In this 
case, the discrepancy is 3.125% (1/32 × 100). Although the percentage exceeds 1%, the actual 
discrepancy is only one (1) vote, which is below the designated margin of three (3) votes established 
by the Arizona Vote Count Verification Committee. Therefore, no expanded hand count audit is required. 

The one-vote discrepancy resulted from a ballot on which the voter marked the choice with slashes rather 
than completely filling the target oval. The Hand Count Board determined the voter's intent was clear and 
counted the vote manually, while the tabulation equipment did not record the mark. The discrepancy is 
below the Vote Count Verification Committee's designated margin and does not require an expanded audit 
pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-602. 

                                                
1 Discrepancy = 1/32x100=3.125% (>1%); 1 vote < 3 vote designated margin established by the AZ Count 
Verification Committee  















 

Hand Count Board Guide 

Primary Election – July 21, 2026 

Santa Cruz County, State of Arizona 
 

 

Hand Count Board Number:  1 
  
Election: Primary Election 
  
Inspector:  Patty Muñozcano 
Judge:   Jose Castro 
Judge:  Ruth Fite  
  

Vote Center:   VC5             VC12      (circle one after lot drawing)   
  
Early Ballot Batch:  A0007           A0096       (circle one after lot drawing)   
  

 
Races to be Counted 

 
Race 1: REP Superintendent of Public Instruction  

Race 2: REP Governor 
Race 3: DEM Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Race 4: NOL Governor 
Race 5: DEM State Representative Dist. 21 

 
 

 











































 

Hand Count Board Guide 

Primary Election – July 21, 2026 

Santa Cruz County, State of Arizona 
 

 

Hand Count Board Number:  2 
  
Election: Primary Election 
  
Inspector:  Cindy Alvarez 
Judge:   Corrine Cole 
Judge:  Marco Antonio Flores Sr.  
  

Vote Center:   VC5             VC12      (circle one after lot drawing)   
  
Early Ballot Batch:  A0007           A0096       (circle one after lot drawing)   
  

 
Races to be Counted 

 
Race 1: REP Superintendent of Public Instruction  

Race 2: REP Governor 
Race 3: DEM Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Race 4: NOL Governor 
Race 5: DEM State Representative Dist. 21 

 
 

 














































